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INTRODUCTION

U n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  o p i n i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  a n  a r t i s t  and h i s  a b i l i t y  h a s  b e e n  so f i r m l y  f i x e d  

t h a t  a n y  s t u d y  f o r  c a u s a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  deve lopm en t  o f  i n 

d i v i d u a l  t a l e n t  i n  c r e a t i v e  a r t  h a s  b e e n  deemed u n n e c e s s a r y .  

The laym an  h a s  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  a r t i s t * s  i n h e r i t e d  

g e n i u s  a s  t h e  p r im e  f a c t o r ,  a  basem en t  o r  a t t i c  f u r n i s h e d  

w i t h  p o v e r t y  a s  a p r o p e r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n  e r r a t i c  tem peram en t  

a s  a n e c e s s i t y  t o  a r t i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n ,  and g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  

a s  a s t u m b l i n g  b l o c k  t o  h i s  freedom* Changing  f a s h i o n s  i n  

a r t  w i t h  e x t r e m e s  o f  Cubism, F u t u r i s m ,  and o t h e r  A r t  I sm s 

where  t h e  Nove l  and U nusua l  have  a l lo w e d  t h e  m e d io c r e  t o  

g a i n  d i s t i n c t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  C e n i a s ,  t e n d e d  t o  c r y s t a l l i z e  

t h e s e  o p i n i o n s .  B u t ,  a s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  s t a g e  o f  modern 

a r t  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  p a s s ,  a new o u t l o o k  has  made q u e s t i o n 

a b l e  f some o f  t h e  a c c e p t e d  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  p a s t .

I .  THE PROBLEM

S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m . The a r t  w or ld  i s  now 

a n x i o u s  t o  be  on a f o o t i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

w or ld  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  g u id a n c e  o f  i t s  b u d d in g  g e n i u s  and 

e a g e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  some o f  t h e  m e d i o c r i t y  w i t h  which  i t  h a s  

b e e n  o v e r - b u r d e n e d .  I t  w a n ts  some p r e c e p t s  o f  g u i d a n c e  f o r  

sound r e c o g n i t i o n  and p r o p e r  dev e lo pm en t  o f  r e a l  t a l e n t .

The l o g i c a l  b e g i n n i n g  f o r  su ch  a t a s k  h a s  seemed t o  be  i n
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t h e  s t u d y  o f  t a l e n t  which  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d ,  a n d ,  

a s e a r c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  famous p a i n t e r s  f o r  com

mon f a c t o r s  o f  endowment,  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  

s u c c e s s f u l  d eve lopm en t  o f  t h e i r  t a l e n t ,  h a s  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  

w i t h  p r o m i s i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

I I .  PROCEHUBE

S e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s * The f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  

s t u d y  was t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  famous p a i n t e r s  who would make a 

f a i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  W este rn  

Hemisphere* E a s t e r n  p a i n t e r s  such  a s  H i r o s h i g e  and H ok u sa i  

w ere  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  a c c u 

r a t e  d a t a ,  and d i f f e r e n c e  i n  E a s t e r n  and W es te rn  s t a n d a r d s  

o f  l i v i n g .  The f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  was b a sed  upon  f i f t y  famous 

P a i n t e r s , 1 and t h e  c h o ic e  o f  t e n  a r t i s t s  and a r t  t e a c h e r s  i n  

S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a s  t o  famous W este rn  p a i n t e r s .

The b l a n k s  s e n t  o u t  a s k  f o r  a c h o ic e  o f  t w e n t y  famous 

p a i n t e r s  f rom G i o t t o  t o  C ezanne ,  and f i v e  p a i n t e r s  s i n c e  

Cezanne b u t  r e t u r n s  showed d i f f i c u l t y  i n  d e c i s i o n ,  and i n  

a lm o s t  e v e r y  c a s e ,  t h e  l i s t  was l o n g e r  t h a n  t w e n t y - f i v e .

With c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  f a i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  each  c o u n t r y ,  

tw e n ty - o n e  which  had b e e n  named most o f t e n ,  were  s e l e c t e d

1 H e n r i e t t a  Gerwig ,  f i f t y  fam ous P a i n t e r s  (Hew York: 
Thomas Y. C ro w e l l  Company, 1926)
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f o r  t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p .  (T ab le  I ,  p a g e  x) I n  t h e  same m anner ,  

a second group  o f  f o u r  modern p a i n t e r s  was s e l e c t e d  f o r  

c o m p a r i s o n .  (T a b le  I I ,  page  x i )

L i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y . The m a jo r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  

t h e  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s t u d i e s  were  t h o s e  o f  o b t a i n i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  

and a c c u r a t e  d a t a .  The l a e k  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

a r t i s t s *  m o th e r s  was l a m e n t a b l e .  Data  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  

a r t i s t s *  r e l a t i v e s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a t h e r ,  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  

f i n d .  E b t  enough was known a b o u t  t h e  c h i ld h o o d  o f  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p a i n t e r s  s t u d i e d .  N a t u r a l l y ,  i n  t h e  s t u d y  

o f  so many b i o g r a p h i e s ,  c o n f l i c t i n g  d a t a  was fo u n d .  I n d i 

v i d u a l  b i o g r a p h i e s  which  o f f e r e d  more c o m p le te  d a t a  t h a n  

e n c y c l o p e d i a s  and g e n e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  had t o  be d i s c r e d i t e d  

i n  some p l a c e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  t h e  b i o g r a p h e r ’ s 

own p e r s o n a l i t y .  Y a s a r i ’ s o v e r - v e r a c i o u s n e s s ,  and Ludwig’ s 

and Yan Loon?s modern s t y l e  a r e  exam ples  o f  e x t re m e s  w hich  

made i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  be c o n s t a n t l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r 

e n c e s  i n  s t a n d a r d s  w i t h  t h e  change  o f  t i m e ,  even  i n  s t a n d 

a r d s  o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  p o r t r a y a l .  The num erous  s o u r c e s  c o n 

s u l t e d  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t  e r r o r s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  and t h e  common 

s u b j e c t i v i t y  o f  b i o g r a p h i e s .  I n  d i s p u t e d  c a s e s ,  t h e  o p i n i o n  

o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  s t i l l  h a v i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

i n a c c u r a c y ,  was r e t a i n e d  a s  t h e  m ost  r e l i a b l e .
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TABLE I

PAINTERS IB HISTORY SELECTBP FOR STUPY

P a i n t e r N a t i o n a l i t y P e r i o d
„  Y a t e s  
R ece iv e d

I . G i o t t o I t a l i a n 1067?-1337 10
a. T i t i a n I t a l i a n 1477-1576 10
3 . Rembrandt P u t c h 1606-1669 9
4 . M ic h a e l  Angelo I t a l i a n 1475-1564 9
5 . E l  Greco S p a n i s h  1 5 4 5 -5 0 -1 6 1 4 9
6 . L eo n a rdo  da Y i n c i I t a l i a n 1450-1519 9
7. Y e l a s q u e z S p a n i s h 1599-1660 9
8. Gezanne F r e n c h 1839-1906 9
9 . Rap ha e l I t a l i a n 1483-1520 7

1 0 . B o t t i c e l l i I t a l i a n 1444-1510 7
1 1 . Rubens F l e m i s h 1577-1640 7
I E . H o l b e i n  ( t h e  younger)G erm an 1497-1543 7
1 3 . M i l l e t .F r e n c h 1814-1875 6
1 4 . Yan Dyck F l e m i s h 1599-1641 5
1 5 . W h i s t l e r A m erican 1834-1903 5
1 6 . F r a n s  H a l s P u t c h 15807-1666 4
1 7 . R e y n o ld s E n g l i s h 1723-1790 4
1 8 . P u r e r German 1471-1528 4
1 9 . M u r i l l o S p a n i s h 1617-1682 4
£0 . T u rn e r E n g l i s h 1775-1851 4
01. S a r g e n t A m erican 1856-1925 1
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MODERN PAINTERS SELECTED FOB STUDY

F a i n t e r N a t i o n a l i t y P e r i o d
Y o t e s

R e c e iv e d

Diego B i v e r a M exican 1886— 6

P a b lo  P i c a s s o S p a n i s h * 1881— 4

G e o rg ia  O 'K e e f fe A m erican 1887— 3

F r a n k  Brangwyn E n g l i s h 1867— 3

S p a n i s h  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  b a t  c l a s s e d  w i t h  t h e  modern F r e n c h  
p a i n t e r s .
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P r e l i m i n a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  d a t a * The " b io g r a p h ic a l  

d a t a  was r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  words  o f  t h e  b i o g r a p h e r  and a r r a n g e d  

on two l a r g e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r t s  f o r  each  a r t i s t .  The f i r s t  

f o l lo w e d  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  P o i n t s  o f  S tu d y  i n  T ab le  I I I ,  p a g e  

x i i i .  The m a jo r  r e f e r e n c e s  were  p l a c e d  i n  a s i d e  m a rg in  

w i t h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  i t e m iz e d  o p p o s i t e  i t s  a u t h o r 

i t y .  I n f o r m a t i o n  from m inor  r e f e r e n c e s ,  d o u b t f u l  d a t a ,  and 

q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e  mind o f  t h e  w r i t e r  were  r e c o r d e d  i n  a p p r o 

p r i a t e  columns i n  r ed  p e n c i l .

The second  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r t  was a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  c h a r t  

w h ic h  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  o f  a g e s  and d a t e s  o f  e v e n t s  

and was h e l p f u l  i n  q u i c k  com p a r iso n  b e tw ee n  a r t i s t s  i n  t h e  

s t u d y  o f  a g e s  a t  e n t e r i n g  a r t  s c h o o l ,  f i r s t  s u c c e s s ,  a c t i v e  

y e a r s  o f  l i f e ,  e t c .

P i n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  d a t a * When t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

c h a r t s  were  n e a r  c o m p l e t i o n ,  a m a s t e r  c h a r t  was made f o r  

f u r t h e r  s t u d y .  I t  c o n t a i n e d  a resume o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

g a t h e r e d .  H e r e ,  t h e  P o i n t s  o f  S tu d y  were  t h o s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

c h a r t s ,  w h ic h ,  w i t h  t h e  d a ta  g a t h e r e d ,  seemed t o  have  p o s s i 

b i l i t i e s  f o r  s u m m a r i z a t i o n ,  ( f a b l e  IV, p a g e  x i v )  T h i s  

i n f o r m a t i o n  was a r r a n g e d  i n  f o u r  g r o u p s  o f  i t e m s ,  t h o s e  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  h e r e d i t y ,  t h o s e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  e a r l y  e n v i r o n 

ment , t h o s e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a r t  t r a i n i n g ,  and t h o s e  p e r t a i n i n g  

t o  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s *  l i v e s .  (T ab le  V, p a g e  xv)
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A t o t a l  o f  r e s a l t s  f o r  each  i t e m  c o lu m n i^ e d ,  was t h e n  made 

and an  a v e r a g e  s e c u r e d  where  p o s s i b l e  and i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a n y  

p r o f i t a b l e  o r  c l e a r e r  c o n c l u s i o n .  The c h a r t s  f o r  t h e  f o u r  

m odern  p a i n t e r s  f o l lo w e d  t h e  same i d e n t i c a l  p l a n  o f  p r o c e d u r e .

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  makes no c l a i m s  a s  t o  what  f a c t o r s  

o f  endowment c o n s t i t u t e  a r t i s t i c  g e n i u s  o r  what f a c t o r s  o f  

e n v i ro n m en t  a r e  most  f a v o r a b l e  t o  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  b u t  i t  

h a s  made v i s a b l e  some p o i n t s  which  m ig h t  seem t o  have  a com

mon g r o u n g ,  and h a s  b r o u g h t  o u t  some f e a t u r e s  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  

and c o n t r a s t  i n  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  t r e n d s  i n  a r t  and a r t  edu 

c a t i o n a l  m ethods  w hich  may be  h e l p f u l  t o  e d u c a t o r s  and a r t  

s t u d  e n t s .
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CHAPTER I

INHERITANCE OP TWENTY-ONE PAMOUS PAINTERS ’

I n  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s c o v e r  some o f  t h e  common f a c t o r s  

o f  endowment i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  a r t i s t s ,  f o u r  d i f f 

e r e n t  f i e l d s  o f  i n q u i r y  were s e l e c t e d  f o r  r e s e a r c h :  I n h e r 

i t e d  A r t i s t i c  T a l e n t ,  G e n e ra l  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  P h y s i c a l  E n e r g y ,  

and C h a r a c t e r  T r a i t s .

A r t  t a l e n t . The s t u d y  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  a r t i s t i c  

t a l e n t ,  hy  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  number o f  r e l a t i v e s  

whose p r o f e s s i o n s  were  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  a r t ,  b r o u g h t  l i t t l e  

r e s u l t  b e c a u s e  o f  u n a v a i l a b l e  d a t a .  I n  o n l y  e l e v e n  e a s e s  

was a n y  r e c o r d  o f  a r t  t a l e n t  among t h e  a r t i s t s *  r e l a t i v e s  

f o u n d .  I n  two c a s e s ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  was a p a i n t e r ,  

and i n  o n e ,  t h e  f a t h e r  was a g o l d s m i t h ,  which  a t  t h a t  t im e  

was v e r y  c l o s e l y  a l l i e d  t o  a p a i n t e r ’ s p r o f e s s i o n .  I n  two 

i n s t a n c e s ,  m e n t io n  was made o f  some a r t i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  m o th e r ,  who i n  e a r l i e r  t i m e s ,  n o t  h a v in g  t h e  f ree d o m  o f  

women t o d a y ,  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  t a l e n t  a t  home i n  a b i t  o f  em

b r o i d e r y  or  some s im p le  a r t  c o n s i d e r e d  becoming t o  a woman. 

The o t h e r  s i x  c a s e s  m en t io n ed  a r t  t a l e n t  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  o r  

some o t h e r  member o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  I t  i s  r e g r e t t a b l e  t h a t  so 

l i t t l e  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  a n c e s t r y  o f  a r t i s t s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  m a t e r n a l  a n c e s t o r s ,  i s  t o  be 

f o u n d .
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E a r l y  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t a l e n t * The r e s e a r c h  on i n h e r i t e d  

a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t  o f  a r t i s t s ,  b a sed  on t h e  s t u d y  o f  e a r l y  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a r t  t a l e n t ,  b r o u g h t  more i n t e r e s t i n g  and s i g - .  

n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s .  I n  e v e r y  c a s e ,  m e n t io n  was made a g a i n  and 

a g a i n ,  o f  t h e  a r t i s t ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  a r t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  

h i s  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d .  I n  s i x t e e n  c a s e s ,  t h e  a r t i s t  was s a i d  

t o  have  shown p r e c o c i t y  i n  d ra w in g .  I n  t h e  t h r e e  r e m a i n i n g  

c a s e s  (O esanne ,  W h i s t l e r ,  and R e y n o l d s ) ,  w here  d a t a  was 

a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e r e  seemed t o  be  o n l y  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  d raw in g  

and a r t .  E ach  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  s u f f e r e d  t h e  l a c k  o f  e x p e r t 

n e s s  i n  d raw in g  d u r i n g  t h e i r  e n t i r e  l i f e .  To what  e x t e n t  

s k i l l  i n  d ra w in g  c a n  be  a c q u i r e d ,  a n d ,  i t s  r e l a t i v e  im p o r 

t a n c e  t o  p a i n t i n g ,  a r e  p o i n t s  o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  o t h e r  i n t e r 

e s t i n g  r e s e a r c h .

The a v e r a g e  age a t  b e g i n n i n g  s t u d y  i n  an  a r t  s c h o o l ,  

was b e tw e e n  tw e lv e  and f o u r t e e n  y e a r s .  At t h i s  e a r l y  a g e ,  

t h e  t a l e n t  o f  most  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  s t u d i e d ,  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  

o b v i o u s ,  and t h e y  chose  a r t  a s  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .  The e a r l i 

e s t  age  a t  e n t e r i n g  a n  a r t  s c h o o l ,  was e i g h t  y e a r s ,  r e c o r d e d  

f o r  R a p h a e l .  The l a t e s t  was M i l l e t  a t  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s .  H is  

l a t e  s t a r t  seemed due t o  l a c k  o f  f i n a n c e s ,  and need  f o r  h i s  

h e l p  a t  home. R e y n o ld s  was s e v e n t e e n  when he b e g a n  s t u d y  

w i t h  Hudson. B e f o r e  t h a t  a g e ,  he had b e e n  p r e p a r i n g  t o  b e 

come a n  a p o t h e c a r y .  U s u a l l y ,  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a i n t e r s  who 

worked a s  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  b e g a n  s t u d y  so o n e r  t h a n  t h e  p a i n t e r s
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o f  t h e  l a s t  two c e n t u r i e s *  I n  e v e r y  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  seemed t h a t  

t h e  c h i l d * s  p u r s u i t  o f  a r t  was a d e te r m in e d  f o l l o w i n g  o f  h i s  

own n a t u r a l  d e s i r e s *  W ith  s e v e r a l  a r t i s t s ,  t h i s  was a t  f i r s t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  who were  e v e n t u a l l y  p e r s u a d e d *

G e n e r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e , The g e n e r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  

a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  c a n  o n l y  be e s t i m a t e d .  A s id e  from t h e  

a c t u a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  b i o g r a p h e r s ,  t h e  d a t a  f o r  b a s i s  o f  e s 

t i m a t i o n  i s  drawn from t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s *  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  

t h e  a r t i s t s *  s o c i a l  i n h e r i t a n c e ,  and t a l e n t s  and a c c o m p l i s h 

m en ts  o t h e r  t h a n  p a i n t i n g *

F a t h e r s *  o c c u p a t i o n s * The summary o f  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  famous p a i n t e r s  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

Lawyers  and M a y o r s ........................................   * * . 6

A r t i s t s  and O th e r  P r o f e s s i o n a l s  * ....................  6

M e rc h a n t s  and Tradesmen ............................................  6

F a rm e rs  ....................  *   • • * • •  2

Unknown * * * * ...............................................................  1

Humber o f  A r t i s t s  S t u d i e d  . * . * . 21

S o c i a l  i n h e r i t a n c e * Summaries f o r  s o c i a l  i n h e r i t a n c e  

were made u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  H o b i l i t y ,  M iddle  G l a s s ,  and 

P o o r .  The r e s u l t s  showed t h e  f o l l o w i n g ;

M o b i l i t y  • * • • *  ......................... • • • • • «  3

M idd le  G l a s s  ....................................................................  15
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Unknown 1

Humber o f  A r t i s t s  S tu d ie d El

By f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number oame from t h e  m id d l e  c l a s s .  

I n  t h e  column headed S o c i a l  I n h e r i t a n c e , C h a r t  I ,  p ag e  14 , 

i t  may be n o t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  p l a c e d  i n  g ro up  Two were  d e s c r i b e d  

b y  b i o g r a p h e r s  w i th  such  a d j e c t i v e s  a s  " c u l t u r e d ” , " r e f i n e d ” , 

and "good” . M i l l e t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  son  o f  p o o r  p e a s a n t s ,  was 

r a t e d  i n  group Two b e c a u s e  h i s  f a m i l y  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have  

b e e n  o f  h i g h  i d e a l s  and " s u p e r i o r  t o  i t s  c l a s s ” . I t  was 

p o i n t e d  o u t  by  one b i o g r a p h e r ,  t h a t  many g r e a t  men i n  B ra n ce  

have come from t h i s  t y p e  o f  p e a s a n t  s t o c k .

T u rn e r  and M u r i l l o  were  t h e  o n l y  a r t i s t s  r a t e d  i n  

g roup  T h r e e .  T u r n e r ’ s  f a t h e r  was a f a s h i o n a b l e  b a r b e r  and 

h a i r d r e s s e r  b u t  a r a t h e r  o r d i n a r y  man, i t  seem s.  H i s  m o th e r  

was a woman o f  v i o l e n t  c h a r a c t e r ,  who d ied  i n  an  i n s a n e  

a sy lu m .  T u r n e r ’ s  s o c i a l  i n h e r i t a n c e  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " p o o r ,  

b o r n  i n  u g l i n e s s ” . I f  more were  known o f  M u r i l l o ’ s c h i l d 

hood ,  he m igh t  p o s s i b l y  have  been  r a t e d  i n  g roup  Two. K is  

p a r e n t s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  have b e en  w e a l t h y  a t  one t i m e ,  b u t  

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  M u r i l l o ’ s c h i l d h o o d ,  t h e y  were  p o o r .  H i s  

m o th e r  had a f r u i t  s t a n d  w h i l e  M u r i l l o  r a n  a b o u t  on t h e  

s t r e e t s  o f  S e v i l l e .  The l a t t e r  p o i n t  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  c h a p t e r  

on e n v i r o n m e n t ,  y e t  t h e  b a s i c  c a u se  o f  such  c o n d i t i o n s  m igh t  

b e l o n g  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  h e r e d i t y .  H i s  s o c i a l  i n h e r i t a n c e  i s
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d e s c r i b e d  a s  "Humble JPolk".

Review o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and 

d r a w in g . S e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e c e n t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  

o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e tw ee n  a p t i t u d e  i n  d raw in g  and i n t e l l i 

gence  o f  c h i l d r e n  have  b e e n  made. I h e  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  

from s t u d i e s  made b y  s t u d e n t s  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  l i n e  have  

b e e n ,  t h a t  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  t w e lv e  y e a r s ,  t h e  o r d e r  o f  

d eve lopm en t  i n  d raw in g  i s  r e m a r k a b ly  c o n s t a n t  and t h a t  p r o g 

r e s s  i n  d raw in g  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  c h i l d s  deve lopm en t  i n  

power o f  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  a n a l y s i s  and ju d g m e n t .  Many p a r a l l e l s  

b e tw e e n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  d ra w in g  and h i s  f o r m a t i o n  o f  c o n c e p t s  

have  been  f o u n d .  I n  d r a w in g ,  a s  i n  h i s  power o f  fo rm in g  

im a g e s ,  h i s  p r o g r e s s  i s  f rom  t h e  s i m p l e  t o  t h e  compound.

I f  t h i s  be  t r u e ,  t h e  e a r l y  deve lopm ent  o f  d raw in g  a b i l i t y  

among t h e  p a i n t e r s  s t u d i e d  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  

t h e  a r t i s t s 1 g e n e r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h i s  

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a b r i e f  r e v i e w  o f  some o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  i n 

v e s t i g a t i o n s  which  h ave  b e e n  made may p r o v e  v a l u a b l e .

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  e x p e r im e n t s  was t h a t  o f  Max L o b s i e n ,  

who compared t h e  d ra w in g s  o f  i m b e c i l e s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  no rm al  

c h i l d r e n  and found t h a t ,  age  f o r  a g e ,  t h e  s e n s e  o f  p r o p o r 

t i o n  d i s p l a y e d  by  i m b e c i l e s  was be low  t h a t  o f  no rm al  c h i l -  

d r e n  * O th e r  s i m i l a r  a n a l y s e s  made by  K e r s c h e n s t e i n e r

^ F l o r e n c e  Groodenough, Measurement  o f  I n t e l l i g e n c e  by  
Drawings  fC h icag o :  World Book "5oB^a^7™T92'ST s u r v e y ,  p .  4 .



www.manaraa.com

6

p o i n t e d  ou t  q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  q u a n t i t a t i v e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  and l a c k  o f  c o h e r e n c e  i n  t h e  d ra w in g s  o f  t h e  

f e e h l e  m in d e d .^  l u q u e t , ®  who p r e s e r v e d  e v e r y  d raw in g  made 

by  h i s  l i t t l e  d a u g h te r  from t h e  t im e  she  was t h r e e  y e a r s  and 

t h r e e  m onths  o ld  u n t i l  she  was e i g h t  and a h a l f ,  drew t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s :

1 .  T ha t  c h i l d r e n * s  d ra w in g s  undergo  much f l u c t u a t i o n

from day t o  d a y .

2 .  T ha t  a new f e a t u r e  once  shown does n o t  i n v a r i a b l y

a p p e a r  a f t e r w a r d ,  b u t  t h a t  p e r i o d s  o f  t im e  o f t e n

e l a p s e  b e f o r e  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  becomes c o n s t a n t .  

K e k ,^  i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  s p e c i a l  t a l e n t  i n  g i f t e d  c h i l d r e n ,  em

p h a s i z e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  r e a l  c r e a t i v e  a b i l i t y  and 

mere a b i l i t y  t o  c o p y  and drew: f rom h i s  e x p e r i m e n t s  t h a t :

1 .  C a ses  i n d i c a t i n g  h i g h e r  a b i l i t y  a r e  a l s o  h i g h e r

i n  g e n e r a l  s c h o o l  w o rk .

2 .  Mere c o p y i s t s  a r e  r a t h e r  i n f e r i o r  i n  s c h o o l  w ork .  

S t e l l a  McCarty  w i t h  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

K i n d e r g a r t e n  U n ion  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  who 

draw b e s t  a r e  i n  u p p e r  l e v e l s  o f  I n t e l l i g e n c e  a l t h o u g h  t h e  

m e n t a l l y  s u p e r i o r  do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  e x e e l  i n  d r a w in g . ^

g
I b i d . , p .  4 .

3 I j b i a . , p .  8 .

4 i t i a . , p.  9.
3 S t e l l a  A. McCarty ,  C h i l d r e n s  D raw ings  ( B a l t i m o r e :  

W i l l i a m s  and W i lk in  Company, 1924) p p .  9 0 -9 1 .
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That  c h i l d r e n  draw t h a t  t h e y  know r a t h e r  t h a n  what 

t h e y  s e e  was shown i n  a n  e x p e r im e n t  hy  P r o f e s s o r  C l a r k  o f  

S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  who s e t  up a s  a s t u d y  f o r  d ra w in g ,  an  

a p p l e  w i t h  a h a t  p i n  s t u c k  t h r o u g h  i t .  The y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  

drew t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  p i n  a c r o s s  t h e  a p p l e ,  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  i t  co u ld  n o t  he s e e n  i n  t h a t  p l a c e . ®  F l o r e n c e  

Goodenough, R e s e a r c h  P r o f e s s o r  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M in n e s o t a ,  

1926 ,  made one o f  t h e  most  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t u d i e s  o f  c h i l d r e n s  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  hased  upon d ra w in g s  o f  t h e  human f i g u r e  used a s  

t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t s  i n  d ra w in g .  She t r a c e s  t h e  

s t e p s  i n  t h e  c h i l d s  d eve lopm en t  i n  d raw in g  and c o n c l u d e s  i n  

h e r  t h i r d  s t e p  -  O b s e r v a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  e i t h e r  q u a n t i 

t a t i v e  o r  s p a c i a l ,  -  ,%I n  g e n e r a l ,  i t  may be s a i d  t h a t  t h e  

b r i g h t e r  t h e  c h i l d , t h e  more c l o s e l y  i s  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  a 

f i g u r e  f o l lo w e d  by a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  p r e 

v a i l i n g  b e tw een  t h e  e l e m e n t s  which  a r e  b r o u g h t  o u t  by  h i s  
«

a n a l y s i s . n

I .  Q. e s t i m a t e s . The e s t i m a t e s  o f  I .  Q.f s  o f  e i g h t  o f  

t h e  p a i n t e r s  s t u d i e d  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  were found  i n  G e n e t i c  

S t u d i e s  o f  G en ius  Yolume I I  b y  Terman and Cox.® These

6 F l o r e n c e  Goodenough, Op. e i t . ,  p .  78 .

? F l o r e n c e  Goodenough, o p .  c i t . ,  p .  74 .

® C a t h e r i n e  M. Cox, l e w i s  M. Terman, e t  a l . ,  G e n e t i c  
S t u d i e s  o f  G e n iu s ,  Y o l .  I I  ( S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C a l i f :
S t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1926) p p .  47-163  and p p .  2 1 5 -2 1 9 .
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e s t i m a t e s  were  made from t h e  f a t h e r s ’ o c c u p a t i o n s  and p r e c o c 

i t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s .  The p a i n t e r s  o f  

t h i s  s t u d y  who had an I . Q .  r a t i n g  i n  G e n e t i c  S t u d i e s  o f  Gen

i u s  were  l u r e r ,  M u r i l l o ,  R a p h a e l ,  R em b ran d t ,  R e y n o ld s ,  R u b e n s ,  

M ic h a e l  A n g e lo ,  and L eo na rd o  da Y i n c i .  The h i g h e s t  c o r r e c t e d  

I . Q .  e s t i m a t e  f o r  a r t i s t s  was t h a t  o f  M ic h a e l  Angelo  and 

L eonardo  da Y i n c i ,  e s t i m a t e d  a t  1 8 0 .  The lo w e s t  e s t i m a t e  f o r  

any  o f  t h e  e i g h t  a r t i s t s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  was t h a t  

o f  R e y n o ld s  whose h i g h e s t  c o r r e c t e d  l . Q . w a s  1 4 5 .  M iss  Gox 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  I . Q .  r a t i n g  i n  Y o l .  I I  o f  G e n e t i c  S t u d i e s

o f  G en ius  would be  r a i s e d  w i t h  more a d e q u a t e  d a t a .  Her  g u e s s  

a s  t o  t h e  a c c u r a t e  I . Q .  o f  M ic h a e l  A n g e lo ,  was 2 0 0 .  The a v 

e r a g e  f i r s t  c o r r e c t e d  I . Q .  e s t i m a t e  f o r  a r t i s t s  was 1 4 0 .  The 

a v e r a g e  I.Q.. e s t i m a t e  f o r  a l l  g e n i u s  was 1 5 5 .  I n  t h e  l i s t  

o f  I.Q,. a v e r a g e s  which  i n c l u d e d  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  w r i t e r s ,  s c i e n 

t i s t s ,  m u s i c i a n s ,  a r t i s t s ,  and s o l d i e r s ,  i n  t h e  o r d e r  h e r e  

w r i t t e n ,  t h e  h i g h e s t ,  t h a t  o f  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  was 1 85 .  A r t i s t s

were  n e x t  t o  l o w e s t ,  125 f o r  s o l d i e r s .  The n e x t  r a t i n g  above 

a r t i s t s  was 145 ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  I . Q . o f  m u s i c i a n s .  I n  a g ro u p  o f

Hormal i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h e  m e d io c re  a r t i s t  would s t i l l  p r o b a b 

l y  be above a v e r a g e ,  b u t  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  t h e  m e d i 

o c r e  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  w r i t e r s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  o r  m u s i c i a n s ,  u n l e s s

I . Q .  a v e r a g e s  change  i n  a g rou p  o u t s i d e  o f  g e n i u s .

€
O th e r  t a l e n t s  and a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  The o t h e r  t a l e n t s
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and a c c o m p l i s h m e n ts  o f  t h e  tw e n ty - o n e  p a i n t e r s  w e r e ,  i n  many 

c a s e s ,  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s , o f  r e l a t e d  a r t s .  E l e v e n  o f  t h e  g roup  

had t a l e n t s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  t h e  s p a c e - a r t s .  I n  f o u r  i n 

s t a n c e s ,  m u s i c a l  t a l e n t  was m e n t i o n e d .  I n  f i v e  c a s e s ,  t h e r e  

was l i t e r a r y  a b i l i t y ,  and i n  s i x  c a s e s ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Ac

c o m p l i sh m en ts  o t h e r  t h a n  a r t  w ere  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  

a r c h a e o l o g i s t ,  f i n a n c i e r ,  c o u r t i e r ,  g o l d s m i t h ,  d i p l o m a t ,  

l e c t u r e r ,  and c a v a l i e r .  The o n l y  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  seemed 

e v i d e n t  was t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t s  o f t e n  had t a l e n t s  i n  o t h e r  k i n d s  

o f  a r t  and were  sometimes g i f t e d  i n  l i n e s  e n t i r e l y  f o r e i g n  

t o  t h e i r  own p r o f e s s i o n .

The s e c t i o n  on g e n e r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ( C h a r t  1 ,  p a g e  14) 

which  c o n t a i n s  b i o g r a p h i c a l  o p i n i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a r t i s t s 1 

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  m e r e l y  s e r v e s  t o  second  c o n c l u s i o n s  w h ich  a r e  

e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  m e n t io n e d :  T ha t  t h e  i n t e l l i 

gence  was above a v e r a g e .

P h y s i c a l  e n e r g y  and i n d u s t r y . The p h y s i c a l  e n e rg y ,  

o f  t h e  a r t i s t s ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  by  l e n g t h  o f  l i f e ,  i n d u s t r y ,  

and b io g r a p h e r s *  s t a t e m e n t s ,  was s u p e r i o r  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

c a s e s .  The most  s a l i e n t  p o i n t  was t h a t  o f  t h e i r  i n c e s s a n t  

i n d u s t r y .  F i f t e e n  were  s u p e r i o r  i n  e f f o r t  and a c c o m p l i s h 

m en t ,  one a v e r a g e d  h i g h ,  t h r e e  were  c o n s i d e r e d  e r r a t i c ,  two 

were  s lo w  and l a b o r i o u s  b u t  a m b i t i o u s  and p e r s i s t e n t .  I n  

a lm o s t  e v e r y  c a s e  o f  s u p e r i o r  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e r e  was r e c o r d  o f
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p h y s ic a l  s tr e n g th  to  hack i t .  M ichael A n g e lo , B o t t i c e l l i ,

and W h i s t l e r  were  s a i d  t o  have  b e e n  d e l i c a t e  c h i l d r e n .  I n  

l a t e r  y e a r s ,  M ic h a e l  Angelo  was s u p e r i o r  i n  p h y s i c a l  e n e r g y

and i n d u s t r y ,  B o t t i c e l l i  r a t e d  a v e r a g e ,  h u t  W h i s t l e r  was one 

o f  t h e  two who were  l o w e s t  i n  i n d u s t r y  and o u t p u t  o f  w o rk .

He hegan  a hundred  p a i n t i n g s  and f i n i s h e d  h u t  t w e l v e ,  The 

o t h e r  a r t i s t  s c o r e d  low i n  i n d u s t r y ,  was C ezanne .  He worked 

e v e r y  day ,  h u t  h i s  method was e x t r e m e l y  s lo w .  He d i d - n o t  do 

a s  much i n  h i s  whole  l i f e  a s  a n o t h e r  a r t i s t  o f  h i s  t i m e ,  

R e n o i r ,  d id  i n  t e n  y e a r s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s u p e r i o r  i n d u s 

t r y  and a ccom pl ishm en t  o f  t h e  famous p a i n t e r s  was n o t e d  i n  

i n s t a n c e s  l i k e  t h a t  o f  Rembrandt  who l e f t  a th o u sa n d  p a i n t 

i n g s ,  o v e r  a t h o u s a n d  d r a w i n g s ,  and e i g h t y - f o u r  e t c h i n g s .

L eng th  o f  l i f e , The a v e r a g e  l i f e t i m e  o f  t h e  t w e n t y -  

one famous p a i n t e r s  was n e a r  SB.5  y e a r s ,  T h i s  was 3 . 7  y e a r s  

h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  t a k e n  from t h i r t e e n  p a i n t e r s  o u t  o f

a g ro u p  o f  two hundred  and e ig h t y - t w o  em inen t  men from t h e  

s t u d i e s  o f  Cox and T erm an .^  I n  t h a t  s t u d y  t h e  a v e r a g e  f o r  

a r t i s t s *  l e n g t h  o f  l i f e ,  was 6 2 .8  y e a r s .  T h i s  was low com

p a r e d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  a v e r a g e ,  70 y e a r s ,  f o r  s t a t e s m e n .  The 

a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  o f  l i f e  f o r  t h e  g r o u p ,  was 65*8 y e a r s ,  and 

t h e  l e a s t  a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  o f  l i f e  f o r  t h e  eminent  men s t u d i e d

^Cox, l e r m a n ,  e t  a l . ,  op .  c i t . , p .  3 6 .
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was b u t  one p o i n t  lo w e r  t b a n  t h a t  f o r  a r t i s t s ,  6 1 .8  y e a r s  

f o r  m u s i c i a n s .

The o l d e s t  a r t i s t  o f  t h e  s t u d y  was T i t i a n  who l i v e d  

t o  be  n i n e t y - n i n e ; t h e  y o u n g e s t  a t  d e a t h  was R a p h a e l  who

d ie d  a t  t h i r t y - s e v e n  from overw ork  and b l e e d i n g  w h ich  was 

done f o r  c u r e  i n  h i s  t i m e .  The t o t a l  sum m aries  o f  S u p e r i o r  

P h y s i c a l  E n e r g y ,  and b u t  A verage  f o r  l e n g t h  o f  L i f e ,  m ig h t

s u g g e s t  a n  o v e r - e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  e n e r g y .  Y e t ,  M ic h a e l  Angelo 

and T i t i a n  who were  b o t h  r a t e d  s u p e r i o r  i n  e n e r g y  and i n d u s 

t r y ,  l i v e d  t o  be  q u i t e  o l d .  B e s i d e s  R a p h a e l ,  Y e l a s q u e z  and

Tan Dyck were  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e  g ro u p  whose d e a th  

was r e p o r t e d  t o  have b e e n  c au se d  b y  ov e rw o rk .

P e r s o n a l i t y . C a r e f u l  r e c o r d s  o f  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e

a r t i s t s *  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w ere  k e p t ,  and i t  was hoped t h a t  some

s i g n i f i c a n t  common f a c t o r s  m ig h t  a p p e a r .  B u t ,  a s i d e  from t h e

a r t i s t s *  n a t u r a l  l o v e  f o r  b e a u t y  and t h e i r  a m b i t i o n ,  p e r s i s 

t e n c e ,  and t h e  i n c e s s a n t  i n d u s t r y  which  h a s  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d ,

t h e r e  seemed t o  be  no f a c t o r s  which  were  common t o  t h e  g r o u p .  

W h i s t l e r  was v a in *  Cezanne was c a r e l e s s  o f  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e .  

T i t i a n  was sh rew d;  Rembrandt  went b a n k r u p t .  T u r n e r  was s t i n 

g y ;  Rubens was g e n e r o u s .  R a p h a e l  was f r i e n d l y  and g a y ;

M ic h a e l  Angelo was s o l i t a r y  and m e l a n c h o l y .  The s p a c e s  a l l o t 

t e d  t o  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r t s ,  w e re  s im p ly  a 

g roup  o f  a d j e c t i v e s  w h ich  formed d i s t i n c t  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n -
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a l i t i e s .  They were  d i s t i n c t i v e #  T h e i r  l i k e s  and d i s l i k e s  were 

s t r o n g ;  t h e y  seemed t o  e a r e  l e s s  f o r  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  and have  

l e s s  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  fo rm in g  t h e i r  own, t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n .  

The s u b j e c t i v i t y  o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  o p i n i o n  was p e r h a p s  more 

n o t i c e a b l e  h e r e ,  t h a n  a t  a n y  o t h e r  p o i n t .  An example o f  t h i s  

was t h e  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  w i t  t o  a r t i s t s .  So many b i o g r a p h e r s  

made i t  a p o i n t ,  t h a t  i t  became p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e y  m e r e l y  a t 

t r i b u t e d  w i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f e l t  i t  a compliment  t o  t h e i r  s u b 

j e c t s .  Such exam ples  a s  G i o t t o  p a i n t i n g  a f l y  on t h e  n o s e  ' o f  

a p o r t r a i t ,  seemed a common p r a n k  w hich  showed a s e n s e  o f  

humor,  b u t  no g r e a t e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  w i t .  I f  t h e r e  be  such  a

t h i n g  a s  a p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  tem peram en t  w hich  b e l o n g s  t o  a r 

t i s t s ,  i t  m ust  be found by  a d i f f e r e n t  m e th o d .

Summary o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  on t h e  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  t w e n t y -  

one famous p a i n t e r s .  The c o n c l u s i o n s  which  were drawn from 

t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  f a c t o r s  o f  endowment, were  b u t  c o n c l u s i o n s  

from t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p .  Any g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  o f  

such  c o n c l u s i o n s  f o r  a l l ,  o r  a n y  a r t i s t s ,  must  depend upon 

f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  t o  make c e r t a i n .  The summary o f  c o n c l u s i o n s

on t h e  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  t w e n t y - o n e  famous p a i n t e r s  showed t h e  

f o l l o w i n g :

1 .  A r t  t a l e n t  o f  t h e  famous p a i n t e r s  seemed due t o  

i n h e r i t a n c e  and showed up e a r l y  i n  c h i l d h o o d ;  t h e

a r t i s t s  were  a b l e  t o  c h o ose  t h e i r  l i f e  work d u r i n g  

t h e i r  y o u t h .
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f h e  a v e r a g e  t u t e l l i g e n c e  o f  famous p a i n t e r s  was 

s u p e r i o r  t o  t h a t  o f  a v e r a g e  i n d i v i d u a l s *

Famous a r t i s t s  came o f t e n e s t  from t h e  m id d le  c l a s s ,  

r e f i n e d  home, and t h e i r  f a t h e r s  b e lo n g e d  o f t e n e s t

t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and t r a d e s m e n  o f  t h e  u p p e r  

m id d le  c l a s s *

Some r e c e n t  modern s t u d i e s  i n  p s y c h o l o g y  i n d i c a t e d  

a r e l a t i o n  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  d raw in g  a b i l i t y .

V e r s a t i l i t y  was n o t  uncommon among t h e  famous a r 

t i s t s ,  b u t  t h e i r  second  a ccom p l ishm en t  l a y  o f t e n 

e s t  i n  o t h e r  a r t s *  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  t h e y  were  a l s o  

t a l e n t e d  i n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s ,  

f b e  p h y s i c a l  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  famous a r t i s t s  w as ,  on

t h e  w h o le ,  above a v e r a g e ;  t h e i r  a v e r a g e  l i f e t i m e  

was 6 6 .5  y e a r s .

Most o f  t h e  famous a r t i s t s  worked i n c e s s a n t l y  and

were  s u p e r i o r  i n  o u t p u t  o f  w ork .

Famous a r t i s t s  were  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  d i s t i n c t  p e r 

s o n a l i t i e s ;  o t h e r  t h a n  a n a t u r a l  l o v e  f o r  b e a u t y ,  

and t h e i r  a m b i t i o n ,  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  and i n d u s t r y ,  no 

common q u a l i t i e s  o f  tem peram ent  o r  c h a r a c t e r  which

e o u ld  be  r e c o r d e d  a s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  g r o u p ,  were  

o b v io u s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .
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CHART 1

INHERITANCE OP TWENTY-ONE PAMOUS PAINTERS
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A r t i s t

ART TALENT GENERAL INTELLIGENCE PHYSICAL ENERGY

R e l a t i v e s
H aving
T a l e n t

Age a t  
E n t e r i n g  

A r t  School

I n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  P a r e n t s I n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  A r t i s t
B i o g r a p h e r s '

Repor t
Age a t  

D eath  
( c a u s e )

I n d u s t r yf a t h e r s *
O c c u p a t io n s

S o c i a l
I n h e r i t a n c e

O th e r  T a l e n t s  
and Accom
p l i s h m e n t s

B i o g r a p h e r s '
O p in ion

G i o t t o None r e c o r d e d 10 Husbandman
( fa rm e r )

R e p u ta b le  
s to c k  and 

d e sc e n t  
P e a s a n t

A r c h i t e c t P r e c o c i o u s
S t r e n g t h  and 

Endurance 70 (?)

I n d u s t r y  i n 
c e s s a n t .  Sun
days  and a l l  
days  ( s u p e r i o r )

T i t i a n
S e v e r a l  

a r t i s t s  i n  
t h e  f a m i l y

10
C o u n c i l l o r
S o l d i e r
P o d e s t a

Noble
A r i s t o c r a t i c

f i n a n c i e r
M u s ic i a n
C o u r t i e r

S u p e r i o r
Always 
H e a l th y  

Nerves  o f  
s t e e l

99
P la g u e

Worked l i k e  a 
man p o s s e s s e d

( s u p e r i o r )

Rembrandt None r e c o r d e d IS M i l l e r
f a t h e r  
educa ted  and 
r e s p e c t e d  
M iddle  c l a s s

E t c h e r I n d i f f e r e n t
s c h o l a r

Of s t o l i d  
r a c e

63
( H e a r t  t r o u b l e

Never i d l e
( s u p e r i o r )

M ie h a e l  
A nge lo

None r e c o r d e d 14 P o d e s t a N o b i l i t y
Good

S c u l p t o r
P o e t
A r c h i t e c t

S u p e r i o r Enormous
v i t a l i t y

90 
Old age

Went t o  work 
w i t h  i m p e t u o s 
i t y  even  a t  75

( s u p e r i o r )

E l  Greco Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown

A r c h i t e c t  
S c u l p t o r  
P h i l o s o p h e r  
B u s i n e s s  man

S u p e r i o r
Unwearied l y  
i n d u s t r i o u s

64 t o  69 (? ) I n c l i n e d  t o  
p ro d u c e  s l o w l y  

( e r r a t i c )

L e o n a rd o
da

V i n c i
None r e c o r d e d 14 Lawyer

Good 
P e a s a n t  m other
( i l l e g i t i m a t e )

M u s ic i a n
E n g in e e r
P h i l o s o p h e r

S u p e r i o r
U nu su a l
p h y s i c a l
en e rg y

67

( P a r a l y s i s )

M u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  
a c t l v  i t i e s

{s u p e r i o r )

V e l a s q u e z None r e c o r d e d IS Lawyer
N o b i l i t y

Long h o n o r a b l e  
r e c o r d

C a v a l i e r  
T a l e n te d  i n  

many b r a n c h e s  
o f  knowledge

S u p e r i o r Average
61

Overwork

Worked
i n c e s s a n t l y

( s u p e r i o r )

Cezanne None r e c o r d e d 10 Merchant
Banker

Good None
C o n s c i e n t i o u s  

b u t  n o t  a 
p r o d i g y

Average
68

D i a b e t e s

P e r s i s t e n t  
L a b o r i o u s  a l l  
d a y ,  e v e r y  day  

( s low)

R a p h a e l l a t h e r  a n  
a r t i s t 8 A r t i s t R e f in e d

A r c h i t e c t
S c u l p t o r
A r c h a e o l o g i s t

S u p e r i o r
i n t e l l e c t
G i f t e d

D e l i c a t e
p h y s iq u e

37
Overwork 

and b l e e d i n g

U n c e a s in g
i n d u s t r y

{s u p e r i o r )

B o t t i c e l l i None r e c o r d e d
(13 G o ldsm ith )  

16
Tanner

W e l l - t o - d o
Am bit ious
B u rg h e rs

G o ld sm i th L earned
r a p i d l y

G r e a t  p h y s i 
c a l  v i g o r
V i t a l  power

66
H a b i t s  o f  work 
e r r a t i c  and 
i r r e g u l a r

( e r r a t i c )

Rubens
G r a n d f a t h e r  

a t a p e s t r y  
w eave r

14
( f a m i l y  o f  
M e rc h a n t s  
D r u g g i s t s )  

Lawyer

Am bit ious  
Middle c l a s s

D ip lom at  
W r i t e r  
L i n g u i s t  
B u s i n e s s  man

E x c e p t i o n a l
i n t e l l i g e n c e

Ind omit  a b l e  
e n e rg y

73 Never  a moment 
o f  i n e r t i a  

( s u p e r i o r )

H o l b e in  
( t h e  y o u n g e r )

f a t h e r ,  u n c l e ,  
b r o t h e r , and 
nephew w e re  a r t i s t s

V ery  e a r l y  
P r o b a b l y  9 A r t i s t

R e f in e d  i f
rxo't a r i s t o -

c r a t i o

Wood e n g r a v e r
M ode le r
A r c h i t e c tD ecorator
D esign er

S u p e r i o r
G r e a t  c a p a c 
i t y  f o r  work

46
P la g u e

U n t i r i n g
i n d u s t r y

( s u p e r i o r )

M i l l e t None r e c o r d e d 18 P e a s a n t
f a rm e r

f a m i l y  su p e -  
i o r  in  mind 
t o  t h e i r  c l a s s

None
L o g i c a l

i n t e l l i g e n t
mind

V i g o r o u s  t 
p h y s i c a l  f o r c e  
U n usu a l  
c o n s t i t u t i o n

61
Hemorrhage
(Worry and 

p o v e r t y )

Worked w i t h  
f u r i o u s  e n e r g y  

( s u p e r i o r )

Van Dyck
Mother  d id  

f i n e  
e m b ro id e ry

10 M erchant
Unusual  r e 
f in e m e n t  o f  
home e n v i r o n 
ment

None r e c o r d e d
P r e c o c i o u s  i n  

l e a r n i n g Average
43

f a t i g u e
P r o d i g i o u s

( s u p e r i o r )

W h i s t l e r
f a t h e r  a 

s k i l f u l  
d raugh tsm an

11
S o l d i e r  
C i v i l  

E n g in e  e r

Good
P u r i t a n

a n c e s t r y

W r i t e r  
E t c h e r  
P la y ed  p i a n o

C le v e r  t a l k e r  
D i s l i k e d  s t u d y

D e l i c a t e  i n  
youth

69
la h e S  a b o u t  12 

( s low)

E r a n s  H a l s B r o t h e r  a n  
a r t i s t Unknown M a g i s t r a t e

Honorab le
p a t r i c i a n

fa m i ly
None r e c o r d e d C le v e r S u p e r i o r 82 (?)

I n  l a s t  y e a r s  
became i n d o l e n t  
and i d l e

( e r r a t i c )

R e y n o ld s S i s t e r 8 
p a i n t e d 17 Clergyman 

S c h o o lm a s te r
C u l tu re d L e c t u r e r

W r i t e r P r e c o c i o u s Average
69 P a i n t e d  ove r  

3 ,0 0 0  c a n v a s e s  
(h ig h  a v e r a g e )

B a r e r f a m i l y  o f  
go ld  s m i t h s

(13  G o ldsm i th )  
■16*

G o ld s m i th
( A r t i s t )

Honorable
fa m i ly

E n g rav e r  
Wrote two 

books
Learned  e a s i l y

Never
p h y s i c a l l y
r o b u s t
Average

57
f e v e r

E x c e s s i v e
i n d u s t r y

( s u p e r i o r )

M u r i l l o
A d i s t a n t  
r e l a t i v e  was 
a p a i n t e r

I S Mechanic Humble f o l k None r e c o r d e d Above a v e r a g e
S t r o n g l y

b u i l t
P e r f e c t

h e a l t h

65 
A f a l l

Ind  u s  try-  
u n f l a g g i n g

( s u p e r i o r )

T u r n e r None r e c o r d e d 9
f a s h i o n a b l e  
h a i r d r e s s e r  
and b a r b e r

Poor 
Born i n  
u g l i n e s s

None Not b r i l l i a n t  
O r d i n a r y

P l e n t y  o f  
v i t a l i t y  

and e n e rg y

76 Immense
i n d u s t r y

( s u p e r i o r )

S a r g e n t
M other  
a r t i s t i c  
P a t e r n a l  a n 
c e s t o r  p a i n t e d

13
( P j j b a f l y  e a r - ^ Surgeon

C u l tu re d
p u r i t a n

s to c k

M u s ic ia n
L i n g u i s t P r e c o c i o u s

I n e x h a u s t i b l e
energy

70
( H e a r t  t r o u b l e )

Days s t r e n u o u s  
w i t h  work  

( su p e r  i o r )

SUMMARY

11 w i t h  
t a l e n t

9 none 
r e c o r d e d

1 unknown

A v erage  a b o u t  
13 y e a r s  
a t  e n t e r i n g  
a r t  s c h o o l

6 L aw yers  and 
Mayors

6 A r t i s t s  and 
o t h e r  P r o 
f e s s i o n a l s

6 M e rc h a n t s  
and T r a d e s 
men

2 f a r m e r s

1 Unknown

3 N o b i l i t y

15 Middle 
c l a s s

2 Poor
i n h e r i t a n c e

1 Unknown

17 had o t h e r  
a c c o m p l i s h 
m ents  t h a n  
p a i n t i n g

A verage  age  
a t  d e a t h

6 6 .5

15 s u p e r i o r  i n  
i n d u s t r y

1 h ig h  a v e r a g e
i n d u s t r y

3 e r r a t i c

2 s low  i n
i n d u s t r y
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CHAPTER I I

EARLY EH7IR0HMEIT OP TWEITY-OKE MttOffS PAIHTERS

A s t u d y  f o r  common f a c t o r s  o f  e n v iro nm en t  was made 

from t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d p o i n t s  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n :  I ,  en

v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  a r t i s t s '  c h i l d h o o d  and y o u th  up 

t o  t h e  ag e  o f  t w e n t y - o n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  Age

i n  w hich  t h e  a r t i s t  l i v e d ,  home i n f l u e n c e ,  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  

and e a r l y  c o m p a n io n s . 2 ,  s p e c i f i c  a r t  s c h o o l i n g ,  t r a v e l ,  and

o t h e r  A r t  i n f l u e n c e s  up t o  t h e  age  o f  t w e n t y - o n e .  3 ,  e n v i r o n 

m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e  and s u c c e s s  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .  A r e v i e w  o f  t h e  

a r t i s t s '  env iro n m en t  i n  t h e i r  most  i m p r e s s i o n a b l e  y e a r s  o f

e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  and y o u t h  up t o  t h e  ag e  o f  t w e n t y - o n e ,  s h a l l  

be  made i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  A r t  t r a i n i n g  and l a t e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

i n f l u e n c e  and s u c c e s s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p 

t e r s .

I n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Time and l o c a l i t y . P e r h a p s  t h e

g r e a t e s t  i t e m  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e  was 

t h e  e ra  i n  w h ich  t h e  a r t i s t  was b o r n .  I n  t h i s  e s s a y ,  any  i n 

t r i c a t e  u n r a v e l i n g  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a n  Age 

was n o t  p o s s i b l e ;  i t s  m a g n i tu d e  and c o m p l e x i t y  make i t  a 

p ro b le m  f o r  a l i f e t i m e ' s  s t u d y .  H e r e ,  m e n t io n  o f  a few n o 

t i c e a b l e  p o i n t s  h a s  seemed n e c e s s a r y .

Thought  and e x p r e s s i o n  o f  g e n i u s  i s  b u i l t  upon t h a t
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which h a s  gone b e f o r e ,  and t h a t  which  s u r r o u n d s  i t .  I t  r e p 

r e s e n t s  t h e  i d e a l s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  and n e e d s  o f  i t s  Time, The 

i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  o f  en v i ro n m en t  i s :  ” I s  i t  more l i k e l y  t o  

p r e s e r v e ,  o r  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ? ” An age  when a l l  

m inds  a r e  t u r n e d  toward  g row th  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  [Rena issance  

w i t h  i t s  v i g o r  o f  i n t e l l e c t ,  s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  e m o t io n ,  s i n c e r 

i t y ,  and a m b i t i o u s  s p i r i t  o f  y o u t h ,  would n a t u r a l l y  seem t o  

be a b e t t e r  e n v i ro n m e n t  f o r  a man o f  g r e a t  g e n i u s ,  t h a n  an  

age  when g e n e r a l  t h o u g h t  i s  l i g h t  and f r i v o l o u s .  I n  a l l  

e a s e s  o f  g e n i u s ,  an  o r d i n a r y  e n v iro nm en t  m igh t  seem t o  be 

an u n f a v o r a b l e  f o r c e  e i t h e r  p u l l i n g  b a c k  toward  t r a d i t i o n ,  

o r  down t o  t h e  n o r m a l .  The i n h e r i t e d  com ba t ive  s p i r i t  o f  

g e n i u s  seems t o  p u s h  a h e a d ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

t h a t  e i g h t  o f  t h e  t w e n ty - o n e  p a i n t e r s  b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  Re

n a i s s a n c e ,  ( i n c l u d i n g  G i o t t o )  and t h a t  s e v e r a l  more o f  t h o s e  

n e a r  t h e  head  o f  t h e  l i s t ,  j u s t  f o l lo w e d  t h a t  p e r i o d .* 1- F a c 

t o r s  which  o r d i n a r i l y  a r e  judged  a s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  s t u d y  and 

p r o g r e s s ,  may n o t  be  i d e a l  t o  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l s  g r o w th .  

M a s t e r s  o f  R e n a i s s a n c e  h i s t o r y  have  m en t ion ed  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  

o f  t h a t  p e r i o d .  A man o f  b o u n d l e s s  a m b i t i o n  and p e r s o n a l i t y  

o f  s t r o n g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  l i k e  M ic h a e l  A n g e lo ,  i s  s a i d  t o  

have b u t  m i r r o r e d  t h e  s e r i o u s  g r a v e n e s s  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  c i t y  

r e p u b l i c  o f  F l o r e n c e  whose a tm o s p h e r e  was t h a t  o f  c o n t i n u o u s

1 ------------
See T ab le  I ,  p ag e  x ,  f o r  d a t e s  o f  b i r t h .
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s t r i f e .  A shrewd and w o r l d l y  man l i k e  T i t i a n  i s  s a i d  t o  have 

r e f l e c t e d  t h e  g a i e t y  and l u x u r y  o f  Y e n ie e  i n  h i s  t i m e .  And 

so i t  h a s  b e e n  w i t h  each  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  

and a l l  o t h e r  p e r i o d s  i n  h i s t o r y ;  h i s  g e n i u s  h a s  h e e n  hound 

i n  some way by  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  h i s  own t i m e .  Born  i n  a 

g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  Age, he m ig h t  have  r e a c h e d  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s 

e r  h e i g h t s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a d a p t a b i l i t y  and n e e d s  o f  t h e  

e n v i ro n m e n t  t o  h i s  own p e c u l i a r  g e n i u s .  The a r t i s t s  r e p r e s e n  

t a t i v e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s :  R e y n o ld s ,  

T u r n e r ,  M i l l e t ,  W h i s t l e r ,  Cezanne and S a r g e n t  a r e  each  ex 

p r e s s i v e  o f  t h e i r  Age, b u t  t o o  r e c e n t  f o r  t h e  t r u e  c e r t a i n t y  

o f  t h e i r  g r e a t n e s s  t o  be  e n t i r e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  What t r e n d s  

a r t  may t a k e ,  and what eminence t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  w i l l  h a v e ,  

r e m a i n s ,  a s  does  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  Age, w i t h  

f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .

The im m ed ia te  e n v i ro n m e n t  i n  t h e  home c i t y  o f  e ach  o f  

t h e s e  a r t i s t s  was i n  most e a s e s ,  f a v o r a b l e  t o  h i s  d e v e l o p 

m en t .  The c i t i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  were F l o r e n c e ,  Y e n i c e ,  U r b i n o ,  

A u g s b e rg ,  B a s l e ,  U u rn b e rg ,  A n tw erp ,  Amsterdam, P a r i s ,  London,  

M a d r id ,  T o le d o ,  and S e v i l l e ,  a l l  o f  which were c u l t u r a l  c en 

t e r s  i n  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  who r e p r e s e n t e d  th em .  I t  

was n o t a b l e ,  t o o ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  a r t i s t s  were d e p en d e n t  upon 

t h e i r  f i n i s h e d  a r t  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a c i t y ,  f o r  s u c c e s s .  S e l f 

d ev e lo p m e n t  i n  a r t  seemed t o  b e  s u s t a i n e d  b y  s t u d y  i n  a n  en

v i r o n m e n t  w i t h  more a r t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a n  c o u n t r y  l i f e  g a v e .
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F i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  p a r e n t  and o u t s i d e  a id*  The l e a p  

from d i r e  p o v e r t y  t o  g r e a t n e s s  and s u c c e s s ,  by  a few o f  t h e  

g r e a t  men i n  h i s t o r y ,  h a s  ten d e d  t o  c r e a t e  a common b e l i e f  

among t h e  u n i n f o r m e d , t h a t  g r e a t n e s s  i s  n u t u r e d  by  p o v e r t y .

T h i s  i n q u i r y  h a s  so u g h t  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  amount o f  t r u t h  i n  

t h i s  b e l i e f .  A l th o u g h  impermanence i n  l i v i n g  and m o n e ta r y  

s t a n d a r d s  made t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p a 

r e n t s  o f  famous a r t i s t s  d i f f i c u l t ,  g e n e r a l  a g re em e n t  o f  t h e  

numerous s o u r c e s  o f  b i o g r a p h y  c o n s u l t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  i n 

h e r i t a n c e  and f a t h e r s ’ o c c u p a t i o n s  a s  a g u i d e f h a s  b r o u g h t  

o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s ’ 

f a t h e r s :

W eal thy  . . . . . . .  8

M o d e ra te  • • • • • •  8

Poor  . . . . . . . .  4

Ho Record  . . . . . .  1

These  f i g u r e s  show 40 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  t o  have  b e e n  i n  

m o d e r a te  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  40 p e r  c e n t  t o  have  been  w e a l t h y ,  and 

20 p e r  c e n t  t o  have  b e e n  p o o r .  The one example o f  r e a l  po v 

e r t y  was M i l l e t ,  whose l i f e  was a c o n t i n u o u s  s t r u g g l e .  W ea l th  

may n o t  a lw a y s  make an  i d e a l  background  f o r  s u c c e s s ,  b u t  on 

t h e  o t h e r  hand* f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  odds  was n o t  b r o u g h t  o u t  h e r e ,  

a s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  t h a t  w h ic h ,  i f  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  l o n g ,  weakens t h e  

h e a l t h  o r  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and was quoted  a s  an  i n t e r 

v e n i n g  c a u s e  o f  M i l l e t ’ s d e a t h .  I n  e ach  o f  t h e  f o u r  c a s e s  o f
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p o v e r t y  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e r e  was some o u t s i d e  h e l p  which  a id e d  

t h e  a r t i s t  t o  s u c c e s s .  Even i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  M i l l e t ,  J u s t  

m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e r e  was t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  to w n s p e o p le  i n  s e n d i n g  

him t o  a r t  s c h o o l ,  and t h e  a id  o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  f r i e n d s  

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e .  Of t h e  r e m a i n i n g  t h r e e  c a s e s  o f  p o v 

e r t y ,  H o l b e i n ,  whose f a t h e r  seems t o  have  s u f f e r e d  some f i 

n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  was su r ro u n d e d  by  a f a m i l y  o f  a r t i s t s  

and a r t i s t  f r i e n d s  a s  a c h i l d .  M u r i l l o  was a d o p te d  b y  an  

u n c l e .  T i t i a n * s  f a t h e r  was a n o b l e  a r i s t o c r a t ,  e x t r e m e l y  

p r o u d ,  and T i t i a n  e v i d e n t l y  d id  n o t  s u f f e r  t h e  o r d i n a r y  con 

d i t i o n s  o f  p o v e r t y .  I n  C h a p te r  I ,  t h e  summaries  made f o r  

t h e  B a th e r s ?  O c c u p a t io n s  (6 l a w y e r s  and M ayors ,  6 A r t i s t s  

and o t h e r  P r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  6 M e r c h a n t s  and T radesm en ,  and Z 

F a r m e r s )  and t h e  S o c i a l  I n h e r i t a n c e  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  ( 3 Mo

b i l i t y ,  15 M idd le  C l a s s ,  £ P o o r )  p l a c e d  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  

a r t i s t s ?  f a t h e r s  much above t h o s e  which a r e  u s u a l l y  a s s o c i 

a t e d  w i t h  p o v e r t y .

B r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s . The f i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  

a r t i s t s ’ f a m i l i e s  would seem to  i n d i c a t e  good home c o n d i 

t i o n s ,  and se ldom  was t h e r e  a n y  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  I n  

18 c a s e s ,  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  number o f  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  

i n  t h e  f a m i l y  seemed r e l i a b l e  enough f o r  a v e r a g i n g ,  w hich  

gave  f i v e  a s  t h e  a v e r a g e  number o f  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  f o r  

each  a r t i s t  o r  a h  a v e r a g e  o f  s i x  c h i l d r e n  i n  e ac h  f a m i l y .
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The l a r g e s t  f a m i l y  was t h a t  o f  D u r e r ' s  p a r e n t s ,  who had 

s e v e n t e e n  c h i l d r e n  o f  whom a l l  b u t  t h r e e  d ie d  i n  i n f a n c y .

I n  s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  a r t i s t  was t h e  s e c o n d - b o r n ,  i n  two 

c a s e s  t h e  f i r s t ,  and two c a s e s  t h e  f o u r t h .  Of t h e  r e m a in i n g  

t h r e e  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  a r t i s t  was t h i r d ,  s e v e n t h  and t e n t h  

c h i l d .  More c o m p le te  d a t a  would u n d o u b t e d l y  c a u s e  t h e  a v e r 

age  t o  v a r y  and m igh t  b r i n g  o u t  some s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s ,  

b u t  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  were  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  i n d i c a t e  any  c o n c l u s i o n ,  

e i t h e r  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  h e r e d i t y  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t .

O rp h an age . The most n o t i c e a b l e  p o i n t  i n  t h e  exam ina 

t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  l i f e  i n  t h e  c h i ld h o o d  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s ,  was 

t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  e a r l y  d e a t h  o f  one o r  b o th  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s .

I n  e i g h t  f a m i l i e s  o u t  o f  t w e n t y ,  one o r  b o t h  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  

d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  a r t i s t ’ s y o u t h .  B e fo re  t h e y  were  tw e lv e  

y e a r s  o l d ,  R a p h a e l  and M u r i l l o  had l o s t  b o t h  p a r e n t s .  I n  

t h r e e  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  t h e  m o th e r  d i e d ,  and i n  s t i l l  t h r e e  m ore ,  

t h e  f a t h e r  d i e d ,  making  a t o t a l  o f  t e n  i n s t a n c e s  o f  a p a 

r e n t ’ s d e a t h  d u r i n g  t h e  a r t i s t s *  y o u t h .  T ha t  t h e  b e r e a v e 

ment had any  b e a r i n g  on a r t i s t i c  s u c c e s s  seemed d o u b t f u l .

The h ig h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  d e a t h s  a p p e a re d  t o  have  b e en  m e r e l y  

c o i n c i d e n t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  g ro u p ;  how ever ,  i t  was n o t  t o  

be  i g n o r e d ,  o r  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n e g a t i v e  e le m e n t  o f  en v iro n m en t  

f o r  them, b e c a u s e  i t  d id  n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  a r t i s t s 1 s u c c e s s ,  

o r  even  a p p e a r  t o  r e t a r d  i t .  (T a b le  V I ,  p ag e  21)
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TABLE VI 

CASES OF DEATH OF PAREIT 

IS  THE YOUTH OF FAMOUS AHTISTS 

OF THIS IHVESTIGATIOI

A r t i s t P a r e n t

M ich ae l  Angelo M other

Hap ha e l M other F a t h e r

Huhens F a t h e r

Van Dyefc M other

M i l l e t F a t h e r

T u rn e r M other

M u r i l l o Mother F a t h e r

W h i s t l e r F a t h e r



www.manaraa.com

2£

G e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n * A l th o u g h  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  unu su 

a l l y  good o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e f i n e m e n t  and c u l t u r e ,  t h e  

a c t u a l  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  g rou p  o f  a r t i s t s  d id  n o t  

have  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  more t h a n  o r d i n a r y .  Hone were  i l l i t e r a t e ,  

h u t ,  o n l y  o f  R u b e n s ,  V e l a s q u e z ,  W h i s t l e r ,  and Cezanne ,  c o u ld  

i t  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  s c h o o l i n g  o f  t h e  a r t i s t ,  was 

good.  I t  a p p e a re d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t s *  e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  a r t  

t o o k  t im e  and i n t e r e s t  f rom s u b j e c t s  o f  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  

h u t  i t  was r e m a r k a b le  t h a t  most o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  g roup  

r e a d  and s t u d i e d  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  n o t  m e r e l y  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  

o f  a r t ,  h u t  i n  o t h e r  f i e l d s  which b ro ad e n ed  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  

know ledge  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I n  many e a s e s ,  t h e y  had e n v i a 

b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  s u r r o u n d i n g s  i n  

w hich  t h e y  worked and t h r o u g h  t h e i r  p a t r o n s  and t e a c h e r s .  

M ic h a e l  Angelo  e n joy ed  t h e  l u x u r i e s  o f  t h e  M ed ic i  p a l a c e  f o r  

t h r e e  y e a r s ;  p a r t  o f  Ruben*s boyhood was s p e n t  a s  a page  i n  

t h e  h o u seho ld  o f  a c o u n t e s s  a t  A u denardo ;  R a p h a e l  had t h e  

f a v o r  o f  t h e  Duke o f  U r b i n o .  Some o t h e r  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e  g ro up  

had c o m p arab le  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  y o u t h .  Among t h e s e  was 

t r a v e l .  W h i s t l e r  and S a r g e n t  t r a v e l e d  most  a s  c h i l d r e n  and 

i t  u n d o u b t e d l y  d i d  much tow ard  b r o a d e n i n g  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  edu 

c a t i o n .  The a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  g roup  t r a v e l e d  more i n  l a t e r  

l i f e ,  and w i t h  a d e f i n i t e  aim o f  s e e i n g  and c o p y in g  g r e a t  

w orks  o f  a r t ,  a n d ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t r a v e l  i n  t h e  deve lopm en t  

o f  t h e i r  a r t  a b i l i t i e s  was more n o t i c e a b l e  t h a n  i t s  b r o a d e n i n g
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e f f e c t s  upon  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  knowledge* I n  t h e  summary o f  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  a r t i s t s  i n  

t h e i r  y o u t h ,  i t  i s  t o  he n o te d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many o t h e r  

ways t o  g e t  a n  e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  i n  a  s c h o o l ,  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  

g e n e r a l  a v e r a g e  o f  s c h o o l  a d v an c em en t ,  f o r  t h i s  g r o u p ,  seemed 

t o  he s c a r c e l y  heyond e l e m e n t a r y  g r a d e s ,  t h e i r  o t h e r  o p p o r 

t u n i t i e s  f o r  l e a r n i n g  exceeded  t h o s e  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  hoy o r  

g i r l .

B a r l y  co m p a n io n s , The c h o i c e  o f  c h i ld h o o d  com pan ions ,  

w h e re  such  was r e c o r d e d ,  was w o r th y  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I n 

s t i n c t i v e l y ,  t h e y  o f t e n  c h o se  f r i e n d s  who were  a l s o  i n t e r 

e s t e d  i n  a r t  even  b e f o r e  t h e  days  o f  t h e i r  a r t  s c h o o l i n g .

But s i n c e  v e r y  l i t t l e  h a s  h e en  r e c o r d e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  

y e a r s  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  a r t i s t s ,  no c o n c l u s i o n s  

can  he  made a h o u t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  f r i e n d s h i p s  o f  t h e  g ro u p  a s  

a  w h o le .  Between t h e  a g e s  o f  t w e l v e  o r  f o u r t e e n ,  and t w e n t y -  

o n e ,  t h e r e  was r e c o r d  o f  many a s s o c i a t e s  who were  t a l e n t e d  

and i n f l u e n t i a l  e i t h e r  i n  a r t  o r  o t h e r  f i e l d s .  The a t e l i e r  

o f  t h e  M a s te r  was o f t e n  a m e e t i n g  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  N o h i l i t y  and 

I n t e l l e c t  o f  t h e  Time. The s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  a t e l i e r  w e r e ,  hy  

t h e i r  a r t  t a l e n t ,  n a t u r a l l y  a s e l e c t  g r o u p .  C o n c lu s io n s  

t h a t  t h e s e  a r t i s t s  had y o u t h f u l  a s s o c i a t e s  ahove a v e r a g e ,  do 

n o t  a p p e a r  a t  a l l  e x a g g e r a t e d .



www.manaraa.com

24:

Summary o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  on t h e  e a r l y  e n v i ro n m e n t  o f  

t w e n ty - o n e  famous p a i n t e r s . C o n c lu s io n s  on t h e  e a r l y  e n v i 

ronment  o f  t h e  tw e n ty - o n e  famous p a i n t e r s ,  seemed t o  m e r i t  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u m m a r i z a t io n :

1 .  E v id e n c e  o f  g r e a t n e s s  and num ber ,  o f  t h e  most

o u t s t a n d i n g  and t h e  l e a s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e

a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  from v a r i o u s  p e r i o d s

o f  h i s t o r y ,  i n d i c a t e d  a c o r r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  

g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e  e r a  and t h e  a r t i s t s *  g r e a t n e s s  

and d e g r e e  o f  s u c c e s s .

2 .  A l l  t h e  a r t i s t s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  e a r l y  a r t  e d u c a t i o n

i n  c i t i e s  which  were c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  t im e

o f  t h e  a r t i s t  who r e p r e s e n t e d  them .

3 .  Most a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  g roup  came from homes o f  

w e a l t h  o r  m o d e ra te  f i n a n c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ;  t h o s e  

who d id  n o t ,  had t h e  a id  o f  o u t s i d e r s  o r  some 

o t h e r  b a l a n c i n g  f a c t o r ,  t o  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .  There  

was no e v i d e n t  r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  s u c c e s s  and p ov 

e r t y  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e s e  p a i n t e r s .  M odera te  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  seemed most f a v o r a b l e .

4 .  A l th o u g h  e i g h t  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  g rou p  l o s t  

one or  b o t h  p a r e n t s  b e f o r e  t h e  age  o f  t w e l v e ,  

t h e i r  b e re a v e m e n t  d id  n o t  p r e v e n t  s u c c e s s  o r  even  

a p p e a r  t o  r e t a r d  i t .

5 .  The a v e r a g e  g e n e r a l  s c h o o l i n g  o f  t h e  famous
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p a i n t e r s  was s c a r c e l y  more t h a n  e l e m e n t a r y ,  b u t  

t h e  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w h ic h  t h e y  en

jo y e d  were f a r  above a v e r a g e .

The y o u t h f u l  a s s o c i a t e s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  

i n q u i r y  may b e  c l a s s e d  above  a v e r a g e .
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A r t i s t F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s  
o f  P a r e n t

O u t s i d e  Help  and 
F i n a n c i a l  Aid

G e n e ra l  S c h o o l in g Companions and F r i e n d s B r o t h e r s  and S i s t e r s

G i o t t o
P e a s a n t  
A man o f  some 

means
Hone r e c o r d e d Ho r e c o r d

From boyhood a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  minds o f  
t h e  t im e

Ho r e c o r d

T i t i a n Po o r  n o b i l i t y Hone r e c o r d e d Ho r e c o r d
From e a r l y  y e a r s  had 
p o w e r f u l  f r i e n d s  and 
p a t r o n s

1 b r o t h e r
2 s i s t e r s

(2nd son)

Rembrandt W e l l - t o - d o Hone r e c o r d e d
7 y e a r s  i n  grammar s c h o o l  
E n r o l l e d  i n  U n i v e r s i t y  
f o r  a b o u t  one y e a r

Few f r i e n d s
4 b r o t h e r s  
1 s i s t e r

( 4 t h  son)

M ic h a e l  A nge lo M o d e ra te  means Hone r e c o r d e d
Common s c h o o l  one y e a r  
A dvantages  a t  t h e  
de M ed ic i  p a l a c e

G ra n a e c i
At de M ed ic i  p a l a c e  s u r 
rounded  by  i n t e l l e c t u a l s

4 b r o t h e r s

(2nd son)

E l  Greco Ho r e c o r d Ho r e c o r d Ho r e c o r d Ho r e c o r d Ho r e c o r d

L eo n a rd o  
da 

V i n c i
M o d e r a t e l y  good Hone r e c o r d e d

L im i ted  e d u c a t i o n  i n  
sch oo l  b u t  s a i d  t o  have 
read  c o n t i n u o u s l y

Few f r i e n d s h i p s  
F r e q u e n te d  t h e  s o c i e t y  
o f  l e a r n e d  men

9 h a l f - b r o t h e r s  
2 h a l f  s i s t e r s  

( 1 s t  son  -  i l l e g i t i m a t e )

V e l a s q u e z W e a l th y
Help o f  P a c h e c o ,  h i s  a r t  
m a s te r  and l a t e r  f a t h e r -  
i n - l a w

Go od
The b e s t  S e v i l l e  cou ld  
o f f e r

At P a c h e c o 1s ,  saw and 
co nv ersed  w i th  i n t e l l e c t  
o f  A n d a lu s ia

Hone

Cezanne W ea l th y Hone
Very  good
S tu d ie d  law  i n  U n i v e r s i t y

2 o l a ,  c h i ld h o o d  f r i e n d
2 s i s t e r s

R a p h a e l C o m fo r ta b le
L e f t  i n  c a r e  o f  a p r i e s t  
and h i s  s t e p - m o t h e r  a t  
d e a t h  o f  h i s  f a t h e r

Ho r e c o r d  

( p r o b a b l y  l i t t l e )

Luke o f  U rb ino
Had many f r i e n d s  among
e l i t e  o f  s o c i e t y

1 b r o t h e r )  L ied  i n  
1 s i s t e r  ) i n f a n c y  

(3rd  c h i l d )

B o t t i c e l l i W e l l - t o - d o
b u r g h e r s

E l d e r  b r o t h e r  a 
p r o s p e r o u s  b r o k e r Good e l e m e n t a r y Ho r e c o r d  o f  e a r l y  

f r i e n d s

3 b r o t h e r s

( 4 t h  son)

Rubens M o d e r a t e l y
w e a l t h y

Hone r e c o r d e d E x c e l l e n t
M ore tus
Many f r i e n d s  among n o b l e 
men and p e o p le  o f  q u a l i t y

1 b r o t h e r

(2nd c h i l d )

H o l b e in  
( t h e  yo u ng e r  I

M odera te  o r  
p o o r  

( d i s p u t e d )

Hone r e c o r d e d  

( f a t h e r  an  a r t i s t )
A ppears  t o  have  had b u t  
l i t t l e

Ho r e c o r d  o f  e a r l y  f r i e n d s
1 b r o t h e r  

(Ho o t h e r s  m e n t io n e d )

M i l l e t P oor Aid o f  to w n sp e o p le  
and an  u n c l e

C o n s t a n t l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  
Read e v e n in g s

Ho r e c o r d  o f  e a r l y  f r i e n d s
7 b r o t h e r s  and 

s i s t e r s
(2nd c h i l d )

Van Lyck W eal thy
Hone r e c o r d e d  

Worked i n d e p e n d e n t l y  
a t  s i x t e e n

T aught  by  h i s  m o th e r  who 
d ied  when Van Dyke was 8 
L i t t l e  o t h e r  r e c o r d e d

P r e f e r r e d  t h e  company o f  
h i s  r i c h  p a t r o n s  t o  t h a t  
o f  h i s  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s

12 b r o t h e r s  and 
s i s t e r s

( 7 t h  c h i l d )

W h i s t l e r W ea l th y I n f l u e n t i a l  f r i e n d s
V e r y  good

West P o i n t  -  3 y e a r s
Many i n f l u e n t i a l  f r i e n d s

2 b r o t h e r s  
1 h a l f - s i s t e r

F r a n s  H a l s i W ea l th y Ho r e c o r d Ho r e c o r d Ho r e c o r d
4 b r o t h e r s  and 

s i s t e r s

R e y n o ld s M o d e ra te Aid o f  a n e i g h b o r
Taught  by  f a t h e r  

( q u a l i t y  d i s p u t e d )
Ho r e c o r d  o f  e a r l y  f r i e n d s

3 b r o t h e r s  a n d ) 3 d ied  i n  
s i s t e r s  ) i n f a n c y  

( 1 0 t h  c h i l d )

S u r e r Mod e r a t e P e r k h e i m e r ,  w e a l t h y  
a r i s t o c r a t O r d i n a r y P e rk h e im e r  and o t h e r  

i n f l u e n t i a l  f r i e n d s
17 b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  -  
o n l y  3 r e a c h e d  m a t u r i t y  

(2nd c h i l d )

M u r i l l o Po o r
U n c le  ad o p te d  him when 

h i s  p a r e n t s  d ied  
A p p r e n t i c e s h i p  f r e e  a t  

C a s t i l l o 1s
E le m e n ta r y Ho r e c o r d  o f  e a r l y  f r i e n d s

1 s i s t e r

( 1 s t  c h i l d )

T u r n e r i M o d era te
Aid o f  an  u n c le  
Worked p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  
a s  e a r l y  a s  10

B r i e f
G i r t i n  

Few f r i e n d s
Hone

S a r g e n t W ea l thy Hone r e c o r d e d
E x c e l l e n t
F a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  most  
p a i n t e r s

Many f a i t h f u l ,  w o r t h 
w h i l e  f r i e n d s

4 b r o t h e r s  and 
s i s t e r s

SUMMARY 

----------------------------------1

W eal thy  -  8 

M od e ra te  -  8

P o o r  -  4

Ho r e c o r d  -  1
---------------------_

A l l  t h e  P oor  r e c o r d e d  

had some c o m p e n sa t in g  

a d v a n ta g e

Average f o r  t h e  group  

was e q u a l  t o  E le m e n ta ry

The a v e r a g e  f o r  18 c a s e s  

r e c o r d e d  was a t o t a l  o f  

5 b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  

f o r  each  a r t i s t
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CHAPTER I I I  

ART TBAIHIHG- OP TWEHTY-OHE FAMOUS PAIHTERS

The a r t  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e r y  e a r l y  famous p a i n t e r s ,  

can  u s u a l l y  he d e s c r i b e d  i n  a s i n g l e  s t a t e m e n t .  They b eg an  

a s  a p p r e n t i c e s  i n  t h e  s t u d i o  o f  some p o p u l a r  a r t i s t  o f  t h e  

d a y ,  and rem ained  i n  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  u n t i l  t h e y ,  t h e m s e l v e s ,  

w ere  m a s t e r s .  A c l o s e  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  whole  a r t  e d u c a t i o n  

o f  e ach  a r t i s t ,  g i v e s  a b r o a d e r  p i c t u r e .

E a r l y  d eve lopm en t  o f  t a l e n t . I n  C h a p te r  I ,  t h e  i n 

v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t a l e n t  among t h e  

a r t i s t s ,  r e v e a l e d  e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  a r t  and d r a w in g ,  a n d ,  

i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c a s e s ,  p r e c o c i t y .  A g r e a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  

t im e  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s *  c h i l d h o o d ,  i n  e v e r y  c a s e ,  was s p e n t  i n  

d r a w in g ,  u n t i l  a t  an  a v e r a g e  age  o f  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s ,  he had 

m a s t e r e d  t h e  r u d i m e n t s  o f  a r t ,  and was r e a d y  t o  e n t e r  s y s 

t e m a t i c  t r a i n i n g  f o r  h i s  l i f e * s  work .  A s id e  from  t h e  good 

c u l t u r a l  b ack g ro u nd  o f  home and s u r r o u n d i n g s  w h ic h  was e v i 

denced  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i n  C ha p te r  I I ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  o t h e r  

a r t  i n f l u e n c e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  age  o f  t e n ,  r e c o r d e d  f o r  an y  o f  t h e  

a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  The o n l y  Method e v i d e n t  b e f o r e  t h i s  

a g e ,  f o r  many,  was t h a t  o f  s e l f - t e a c h i n g .  The t im e  s p e n t  i n  

d raw in g  i n  t h e  v e r y  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s *  l i v e s ,  seems 

t o  h ave  b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  The a r t i s t s *  t r a i n i n g ,  b e f o r e  

e n t e r i n g  a r t  s c h o o l ,  a s  r e c o r d e d  f rom a l l  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  i n 

v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i s  s e g r e g a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :
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TABLE Y I I  

TRAIHIHG BEFORE ENTERING ART SCHOOL

A r t i s t A r t  T r a i n i n g

G i o t t o Drew w e l l  a s  a c h i l d .
The s t o r y  o f  Cimabue’ s  f i n d i n g  him s k e t c h 

i n g  a sh e ep  on a s t o n e ,  i s  now c o n s i d e r e d  
d o u b t f u l .

Cezanne Had no a m b i t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  a r t .
Took l o n g  w a lk s  w i t h  2 o l a ,  and t h e y  d i s -  
. c u s se d  t h e  a r t s .
Showed l i t t l e  t a l e n t  i n  h i s  f i r s t  p a i n t i n g  

b u t  a lw ay s  had h i s  m o t h e r ’ s e n c o u ra g e m e n t .

R a p h a e l B r e c o e i o u s  i n  a r t .
When a l i t t l e  bo y ,  saw t h e  p a i n t i n g s  i n  

t h e  C o u r t  o f  U r b i n o .
E ncouraged  and h e lp e d  by  h i s  f a t h e r ,  who 

was a l s o  an  a r t i s t .

B o t t i c e l l i Ho d e f i n i t e  r e c o r d .

Rubens When a c h i l d ,  c o p ie d  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  a 
Swedish  b i b l e .

H i s  m o th e r  was d e te r m in e d  t h a t  he  sho u ld  
* have  e v e r y  c u l t u r a l  a d v a n t a g e  t h e  world  

co u ld  g i v e .

H o l b e in  
( t h e  y ounge rJ

H i s  f a t h e r ,  nephew, u n c l e ,  and b r o t h e r  
were  a r t i s t s .

Taught  by  h i s  f a t h e r  and en couraged  by  
b o t h  p a r e n t s  and f a t h e r ’ s a r t i s t  f r i e n d s .

M i l l e t H i s  e a r l y  i n s p i r a t i o n  came from e n g r a v i n g s  
. i n  an  o ld  i l l u s t r a t e d  b i b le . .
H i s  f a t h e r  and mother  a lw a y s  f a v o re d  h i s  

p u r s u i t  o f  a r t .

Yan Byck At t h e  age  o f  t e n ,  had m a s t e r e d  t h e  r u d i 
m en ts  o f  a r t .

T i t i a n Had n a t u r a l  a p t i t u d e  f o r  p a i n t i n g ,  b u t  was 
- n o t  p r e c o c i o u s .
When a b o y ,  p a i n t e d  w i t h  f l o w e r  j u i c e s .
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TABLE Y I I  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

TRAIHIHG BEFORE ENTERING- ART SCHOOL

A r t i s t A r t  T r a i n i n g

Rem brand t P r o b a b l y  s t u d i e d  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  from h i s  
f a t h e r ’ s m i l l .

S p en t  much o f  h i s  t i m e  d ra w in g .

M ic h a e l  Angelo Began t o  draw a s  soon a s  he c o u ld  u s e  h i s  
hand s .

Lived  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  a s t o n e c u t t e r .
S t u d i e d  a l l  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  a r t i s t s  o f  h i s  

Time, i n  t h e  B r a n c a e c i  C h a p e l .
At f o u r t e e n ,  when he  e n t e r e d  t h e  s t u d i o  o f  

G h i r l a n d a j o ,  cou ld  draw b e t t e r  t h a n  many 
m a tu r e  a r t i s t s .

L eo n a rdo S i s  f a t h e r  was a f r i e n d  o f  V e r r o c c h i o , t h e
da . a r t i s t .

V i n c i R e c e iv e d  t h e  encou rag em en t  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  
and h i s  f a t h e r ’ s f r i e n d s  i n  h i s  e a r l y  
a t t e m p t s  a t  d ra w in g .

E l  Greco Ho r e c o r d  o f  h i s  y o u t h .

V e l a s q u e z At s c h o o l ,  he t u r n e d  h i s  copy-books  i n t o  
s k e t c h - b o o k s .

Encouraged  by  h i s  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p 
ment o f  h i s  t a l e n t .

W h i s t l e r When a b o y ,  he k e p t  s k e t c h - b o o k s  which 
showed no s i g n s  o f  p r e c o c i t y ,  b u t  o b v io u s  
t a l e n t .

R e y n o ld s F i r s t  c o p ie d  p i c t u r e s  i n  b o o k s .
I s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have  r e a d  t h e  J e s u i t  P e r 
s p e c t i v e  a t  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  b u t  such  
p r e c o c i t y  i s  d i s p u t e d .
A l l  t h e  R e y n o ld s  c h i l d r e n  drew and S i r  

J o s h u a ,  who was t h e  y o u n g e s t ,  a l s o  p r a c 
t i c e d  d raw in g  t h i n g s  and p e o p l e .

I s  s a i d  t o  have  r e c e i v e d  h i s  f i r s t  im p u l s e  
t o  become a p a i n t e r  from t h e  p r i n t s  i n  a 
Dutch c l a s s i c .
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TABLE V II (co n tin u ed )

TRAIIIHG BEFORE ENTER IIG ART SCHOOL 
\

A r t i s t A r t  T r a i n i n g

L u r e r At t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  made a d raw ing  o f  
h i m s e l f  and o t h e r  s k e t c h e s  w h ich  e x h i b i t  
r e m a r k a b l e  a b i l i t y  and s k i l l .

The workshop o f  h i s  f a t h e r  was u n d o u b t e d l y  
. a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  him.

F r a n s  H a l s N o th in g  known o f  h i s  y o u t h .

M u r i l l o Showed i n c l i n a t i o n  f o r  a r t  by  s c r i b b l i n g  
on h i s  s c h o o l  books  and on  t h e  w a l l s .

T u r n e r H is  f a c i l i t y  f o r  s k e t c h i n g  was r e m a r k a b le  
- even  i n  e a r l y  y e a r s .
Copied d ra w in g s  and made s k e t c h e s  a t  e v e r y  

o p p o r t u n i t y .

S a r g e n t Went s k e t c h i n g  w i t h  h i s  m o th e r ,  and drew, 
e v e ry w h e re  he w en t .

C o l l e c t e d  r e p o r d u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  famous 
. p a i n t i n g s  i n  t h e  museums he v i s i t e d  d u r 
i n g  h i s  boyhood t r a v e l s  i n  E u ro p e .
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A r t  s c h o o l s * The a r t  s c h o o l s  a t t e n d e d  were  o f  s e v e r a l  

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  a p p r e n t i c e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  p u p i l  

l i v e d  a t  t h e  home o f  t h e  a r t i s t  f o r  t h e  number o f  y e a r s  

a p p r e n t i c e d .  He f i r s t  ground c o l o r s  and d id  odd j o b s  a b o u t  

t h e  s t u d i o .  H a t e r ,  he c o p ie d  t h e  m a s t e r  and drew from  s t i l l  

l i f e  m o d e l s .  Many o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  soon  became more s k i l f u l  

t h a n  t h e i r  m a s t e r s ,  b u t  had d ev e lo p ed  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n d i v i d u a l 

i t y ,  by  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  b eg an  w ork in g  a l o n e .  P l a g i a r i s m ,  i n  

t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  was n o t  loo k ed  upon a s  i t  i s  

t o d a y ;  R a p h a e l  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t o o k  i d e a s  from t h e  p a i n t i n g s  o f  

h i s  m a s t e r ,  P e r u g i n o ,  w i t h o u t  any  o p p o s i t i o n .  The e a r l y  

s c h o o l s  b a sed  deve lopm ent  upon d r a u g h t s m a n s h i p ,  and worked 

from t h a t  p o i n t  i n t o  c o m p o s i t i o n  and c o l o r .  The t r a i n i n g  

was r i g i d ;  t h e r e  w ere  n o t  many d i v e r s i o n s  i n  t h e  a r t  f i e l d  

f o r  t h e s e  e a r l i e r  a r t i s t s .

The a r t  t r a i n i n g  o f  M i l l e t ,  R e y n o ld s ,  T u r n e r ,  W h i s t l e r ,  

O ezanne,  and S a r g e n t  was more com parab le  t o  t h a t  o f  p r e s e n t  

day  a r t i s t s .  With t i m e ,  t h e  number o f  s o u r e e s  f o r  a r t  s t u d y  

n a t u r a l l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  and s e l f - t e a c h i n g  became more e v i d e n t .

The a v e r a g e  number o f  t e a c h e r s  w i t h  whom t h e  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e  

a p p r e n t i c e  s c h o o l s  s t u d i e d  was a s m a l l  f r a c t i o n  o v e r  two .  

l i g h t  s c h o o l s  and s p e c i a l  c o u r s e s  i n  a r t  made t h e  a v e r a g e  

number o f  t e a c h e r s  f o r  l a t e r  a r t i s t s  much g r e a t e r ,  and im

p o s s i b l e  t o  a v e r a g e  f a i r l y .  T u rn e r  had s t u d i e d  w i t h  t e n  

d i f f e r e n t  m a s t e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  age  o f  f o u r t e e n .  W h i s t l e r ,
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Oezanne,  and M i l l e t  s t u d i e d  i n  P a r i s ,  t h e  most  o u t s t a n d i n g  

a r t  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t ime* T u rn e r  and R e y n o ld s  had t h e i r  f i r s t  

a r t  s c h o o l i n g  i n  London.

d u a l i t y  o f  t r a i n i n g .  The q u a l i t y  o f  a r t  t r a i n i n g ,  a s  

shown i n  t h e  c h a r t  on A r t  T r a i n i n g ,  (p ag e  35) was t h e  h e s t  

t h a t  c o u ld  he had e x c e p t  i n  t h e  e a s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m a s t e r s  o f  

t h e  two S p a n i s h  p a i n t e r s ,  Y e l a s q u e z  and M u r i l l o .  Y e la s q u e z  

r em a in e d  ahou t  a y e a r  w i t h  H e r r e r a ,  who was known a s  a uh a r s h  

t y r a n t ” w i t h  a v e r a g e  a b i l i t y ,  and M u r i l l o  r em ained  a b o u t  two 

y e a r s  w i t h  J u a n  d e l  C a s t i l l o ,  c l a s s e d  by  one b i o g r a p h e r ,  a s  

” one o f  t h e  w o r s t  p a i n t e r s  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  S e v i l l e  h a s  p r o 

duced” . The a r t  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  

and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  seemed t o  have  b e e n  g o o d ,  b u t  ex 

t r e m e l y  v a r i e d .  The t o t a l  a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  g r o u p ,  was,  

The B e s t  T e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  Time.

O th e r  a r t  i n f l u e n c e s . I n  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e  s c h o o l  and 

i n  t h e  Academy, t h e  e a r l i e r  a r t i s t s  had a b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  l e a r n  t h e  m ethods  o f  t h e i r  M a s t e r s  and f e l l o w - s t u d e n t s  

t h a n  t h e  l a t e r  a r t i s t s  h a d ,  t h r o u g h  s h o r t  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  

c l a s s e s .  B u t ,  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  c a s e ,  t h e  a r t i s t s  s e i z e d  upon 

e v e r y  a d v a n t a g e  a t  h a n d ;  t h e y  v i s i t e d  museums and e x h i b i t s ,  

t h e y  s t u d i e d ,  t h e y  p r a c t i c e d  a l o n e .  A few t r a v e l e d ,  b u t  n o t  

many, a t  t h i s  e a r l y  a g e .
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Y ears  s p e n t  i n  s t u d y  and age a t  f i r s t  s u c c e s s • f h e  

a v e r a g e  number o f  y e a r s  which t h e  a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y  

s p e n t  i n  s y s t e m a t i c  s t u d y ,  was a lm o s t  e q u a l  t o  t h e  t im e  t h e  

a v e r a g e  y o u t h  o f  t o d a y  sp e n d s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e *  

E x c e p t  f o r  f u r n e r ,  t h e  number o f  y e a r s  which  t h e  l a t e r  p a i n t 

e r s  s p e n t  i n  s c h o o l  was l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a i n t 

e r s .  f h e  s u c c e s s  o f  many o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a i n t e r s  was r e c o g 

n i z e d  even  b e f o r e  t h e y  had f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ,  

f h e  s c h o o l  l i f e  o f  t h e  l a t e r  group  seemed t o  be  more o f  an  

u n c e r t a i n  s t r u g g l e ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e i r  d e la y e d  s t a r t  i n  a r t  

s c h o o l i n g  t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  s u c c e s s  a t  a b o u t  t h e  same age  a s  

t h e  e a r l i e r  p a i n t e r s  e x c e p t  i n  one c a s e .  O ezanne,  b e c a u s e  

o f  h i s  new o u t l o o k  on a r t ,  was s c a r c e l y  r e c o g n i z e d  u n t i l  he 

was s i x t y - s i x  y e a r s  o l d .  Hot i n c l u d i n g  O ezanne ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  

ag e  a t  f i r s t  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  work was a b o u t  tw e n ty - tw o  

y e a r s .  I n c l u d i n g  Cezanne i n  t h e  a v e r a g e ,  i t  was n e a r  t w e n t y -  

f i v e  y e a r s ,  f u r n e r ,  Yan Byck,  and M u r i l l o  were  making t h e i r  

own way a t  t h e  ag e  o f  f i f t e e n .  H o lb e in  was e a r n i n g  h i s  l i v 

i n g  b y  a r t ,  a t  s i x t e e n .

Summary o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  on  t h e  a r t  t r a i n i n g  o f  t w e n t y -  

one famous p a i n t e r s , f h e  a r t  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  t w e n ty - o n e  

p a i n t e r s  may be  summed up i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t s :

1 .  f h e  deve lopm ent  i n  d ra w in g ,  t h r o u g h  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  

p r a c t i c e ,  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  by  t h e  

famous p a i n t e r s ,  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  a r t  s c h o o l ,  was
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famous p a i n t e r s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  u s u a l l y  had t h e  

h e s t  i n s t r u c t o r s  and went t o  t h e  b e s t  s c h o o l s  o f  

t h e i r  t i m e ,  The a v e r a g e  number o f  s c h o o l s  a t 

t e n d e d  i n  t h e  o ld  a p p r e n t i c e  d a y s  was b u t  two;  

a r t i s t s  o f  l a t e r  days  a v e ra g e d  m o re .

Most o f  t h e  famous a r t i s t s  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a l l  

a r t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e a c h .

The a v e r a g e  number o f  y e a r s  s p e n t  i n  t h e  sy s te m 

a t i c  t r a i n i n g  o f  a n  a r t  s c h o o l ,  b y  t h e  a r t i s t s  

o f  t h i s  g roup  was e i g h t  y e a r s .  The o l d e r  m a s t 

e r s  o f t e n  s p e n t  more t im e  i n  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p ;  t h e  

l a t e r  a r t i s t s  u s u a l l y  s p e n t  l e s s  t im e  i n  a r t  

s c h o o l .

The a v e r a g e  age  a t  f i r s t  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  

a r t i s t 1s work was a b o u t  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s ,  

a l t h o u g h  C e zann e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  new o u t l o o k  

on a r t ,  was n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  u n t i l  he was s i x t y -  

s i x  y e a r s  o l d •
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ART TRAINING OP TWENTY-ONE FAMOUS PAINTERS 35

A r t i s t
Age a t  

E n t e r i n g  
A r t  Scho o l

A r t  S c h o o ls d u a l i t y  o f  T r a i n i n g Y ears  Spent  
i n  S tu d y

O the r  Art  I n f l u e n c e s Age a t  F i r s t  S u c c e s s

G i o t t o 10
Cimabue ?
G iov an n i  P i s a n o  ?

- L i s p
B e s t  o f  t h e  t im e  

a te d -
Unknown

N a t iv e  town o f  
V esp ignano  and 

C i t y  of  F l o r e n c e

E a r l y  2 0 ’ s
Most i n d e p e n d e n t ,  
o r i g i n a l  a r t i s t  i n  
I t a l y

T i t i a n 10
S u c c a to
S e n s e r i a
B e l l i n i  and sons

M o s a i c i s t  and p a i n t e r  
Best  p a i n t e r  o f  t im e  
Eminent p a i n t e r s

9
G io rg io n e ,  a f e l l o w  *—1 • « p u p i l
Palma Vechio 
C i t y  o f  V en ice

18

P o r t r a i t  o f  B a r b a r i g o

Rembrandt 12
Swanenburch 

P i e t e r  Lastman

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a i n t e r  
t r a i n e d  i n  I t a l y

P o p u la r  a t e l i e r  o f  
t h e  t im e

10$
Roeland Reghman 
Amsterdam
S e l f - t e a c h i n g  -  7 y r s

22
Works o f  r e m a r k a b l e  

e x c e l l e n c e

M ic h a e l  A nge lo 14
G h i r l a n d a j o  

B e r to l d o  a t  d i  M e d i c i ’ s

Most p o p u l a r  m a s t e r  
i n  F l o r e n c e  

Best  o f  t h e  t im e
6 F l o r e n c e

18
Stood a lo n e  i n  t h e  

r e a lm  o f  a r t

E l  Greco Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown
28 o r  29 

I n  Rome

L eo n a rdo  da V i n c i 14 V e r r o c c h i o
Not o n ly  one o f  t h e  
g r e a t  c r e a t i v e  f o r c e s  
o f  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  a 
f i r s t - r a t e  c r a f t s m a n

7 B o t t i c e l l i
18

P a i n t e d  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
a ro u s e d  t h e  a r t  
w o r l d ’ s a d m i r a t i o n

V e l a s q u e z 12 H e r r e r a
Pacheco

A h a r s h  t y r a n t , b u t  
one o f  b e s t  known
E x c e l l e n t  t e a c h e r

6
S e l f - i n s t r u c t i o n  
D i r e c t  s t u d i e s  

from n a t u r e

25
E q u e s t r i a n  p o r t r a i t  

o f  P h i l i p  IV

Cezanne 10
Schoo l  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
C o u rse s  a t  museum 
P a r i s

S p a n ish  monk 

Good
(5)

De La C ro ix  
Baroque P a i n t e r s  
T i n t o r e t t o ,  C o u r b e t ,  

Rubens ,  and P i s a r r o

66
E x h i b i t  i n  Autumn 

S a lo n

Rapha e l 8
F a t h e r ’ s s t u d i o  
Timoteo V i t i  
P e ru g in o

Average

One, o f . , th e  l a r g e s t  s c h o o l s  i n  I t a l y
9-10

Cour t  o f  U rb ino  
M ic h ae l  Angelo  
S tu d y  of  a n t i q u e s  

i n  Rome

19

F i r s t  i n d e p e n d e n t  work

B o t t i c e l l i (13-Gold  sm i th )  
16

B o t t i c e l l i
F r a  F i l i p p o  L i p p i

Gold s m i th  
Famous a r t i s t 12 F l o r e n c e

22
C o n s id e re d  t h e  b e s t  
p a i n t e r  i n  F l o r e n c e

Rubens 14
T o b ia s  V e r h a e e h t
Aaam Van N o o r t  
O t to  V a e n iu s

Landscape p a i n t e r  o f  
J e s u i t  S choo l  

C our t  p a i n t e r  
Famous F le m is h  p a i n t e r

6 Antwerp
20

A dm it ted  t o  t h e  
G u i ld  o f  S t .  Luke

H o l b e i n  ( t h e  y o u n g e r ) V e r y  e a r l y  
P r o b a b l y  9

F a t h e r ’ s  s t u d i o  
Hans H e r b s t  a t  B a s l e

Good
B es t  o f  t im e  i n  t h a t  

c o u n t r y

About 10 
y e a r s  w i t h
h i s  f a t h e r

Augsberg and B a s l e
21

Had become a r e a l  
m a s t e r

M i l l e t 18
Mouchel
L a n g l o i s
De £a Roche -  P a r i s  
E ven ing  s c h o o l  -  P a r i s

S tu d ie d  u n d e r  David 
S tu d ie d  under  Gros 

Good (?)
I n c e s s a n t  v i s i t s  and 
copywork a t  Louvre

26
P i c t u r e  a c c e p t e d  by 

Aea d emy

Van Dyck 10
H e n d r ic k  Van Balem 

Rubens

An h i s t o r i c a l  p a i n t e r  
o f  g r e a t  m e r i t

One o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
p a i n t e r s  i n  h i s t o r y

11 I t a l i a n  i n f l u e n c e
18

Became member o f  
G u i ld  a t  Antwerp

W h i s t l e r 11

I m p e r i a l  Academy o f  
F i n e  A r t s  i n  R u s s i a

= ( A t e l i e r  o f  Gley- 
P a r i s  ( r e - - C o u r b e t

Good
I n g r e s - t r a d i t i o n

(5)
T rav e l  

Learned a b o u t  e t c h i n g  
when a d rau g h tsm a n  i n  
t h e  C o a s t a l  Su rvey

26
F i r s t  p i c t u r e  a d m i t 
t e d  t o  R o y a l  Academy

F r a n s  H a l s Unknown
K a r l  Van Hand e ra  
Rubens ? )
A n to n io  Mor ? ) -Bisx  
Van N o o r t  ? )

B e s t  
u t e d -  t h e

t im e
Unknown Unknown

33

R eyno ld  s 17 Hudson B e s t  p o r t r a i t  p a i n t e r  
i n  England a t  t im e 4

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  t r i p  
w i t h  C a p ta in  Keppel  

2 y e a r s  s t u d y  i n  
Rome

23
P o r t r a i t  o f  C a p t a i n  

H am il to n

P u r e r
(1 3 - G o l d s m i t h ) 

i H

F a t h e r ’ s shop 
M ic h e l  Wolgemut 

B r o t h e r s  o f  Schongauer

G oldsm i th
A n o ted  a r t i s t  

Famed m e t a l  e n g r a v e r s
9 T r a v e l

25

M u r i l l o 12
J u a n  d e l  C a s t i l l o  

V e l a s q u e z - i n  Madrid

No g e n i u s  -  M u r i l l o  
l e a r n e d  l i t t l e  from 
him
Famous p a i n t e r

11 P r a c t i c e  from 
s t i l l  l i f e

22

T u r n e r 9 Had se v e n  m a s t e r s  
b e f o r e  he was f o u r t e e i  
R oya l  Academy

Good 
B e s t  i n  England

At l e a s t  9
S k e tc h in g  w i t h  G i r t i n  

Copying f o r  Dr .Monroe
15

E x h i b i t i n g  i n  R o y a l  
Aea d emy

S a r g e n t
13

( P r o b a b l y
E a r l i e r )

Took d raw in g  l e s s o n s  
w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e
F l o r e n c e  -  Academy 
P a r i s  -  Duran

Good (6)
T ra v e l
Museums
Books

21

SUMMARY
A verag e  a b o u t  

13 y e a r s

A verage  number o f  
s c h o o l s  a t t e n d e d  by 
e a r l i e r  a r t i s t s  -  
a f r a c t i o n  ov e r  2 

L a t e r  a r t i s t s  
a t t e n d e d  more

Average  -  B e s t  o f  t h e  
t im e

L e a s t  a v e r a g e  
e s t i m a t e  -  a 
l i t t l e  o v e r  
7 y e a r s

Average  23 y e a r s  
e x c l u d i n g  Cezanne

Average  25 y e a r s  
i n c l u d i n g  C ezanne
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CHAPTER IY 

LATER ENVIRONMENT AID SUCCESS 

OP TWENTY-ONE PAMOUS PAINTERS

The e n v i ro n m en t  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  a f t e r  t h e y  had l e f t  a r t  

s c h o o l*  was one which  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  had h e lp e d  t o  c r e a t e .  

The i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  was 

o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  t h e  f o u r  f o l l o w i n g  c h a n n e l s  o f  i n t e r e s t :

1 .  R e c o g n i t i o n  and a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s *  w o rk s .

S .  L a t e r  g ro w th  i n  a r t i s t i c  pow er .

3 .  S o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a r r i a g e ,  c h i l d r e n

and f r i e n d s .

4 .  F i n a n c i a l -  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e ,  and manner o f  l i v 

i n g .

R e c o g n i t i o n  and s u c c e s s . I n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  a r t i s t s  

were  a m b i t i o u s  t o  a t t a i n  t h e  f a v o r  o f  t h e  P o p e ,  a K in g ,  o r  

some member o f  N o b i l i t y .  That  was t h e  h i g h e s t  honor  t h e y  

c o u ld  r e c e i v e .  The a r t i s t s  o f  t h i s  g r o u p ,  who p a i n t e d  f o r  

a Po p e ,  were M ic h a e l  A n g e lo ,  R a p h a e l ,  G i o t t o , ,  and B o t t i c e l l i .  

E i g h t  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  a r t i s t s  were  C our t  P a i n t e r s .  P o u r  o f  

t h e s e  w ere  k n i g h t e d ,  and o n e ,  Y e l a s q u e z , r e c e i v e d  t h e  C r o s s  

o f  S a n t i a g o .  A l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  n i n e  a r t i s t s  had some amount 

o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e y  d i e d .  M u r i l l o  c l u n g  t o  h i s  home 

town which  showered him w i t h  f a v o r s ;  T u rn e r  was a lw a y s  r e c 

o g n iz e d  by  t h e  Academy; Rembrandt  and H a l s  en joy ed  p e r i o d s
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o f  s u c c e s s .  E l  Greco had many com m iss ions  f o r  which  he r e 

c e i v e d  ample  p a y .  W h i s t l e r  had f a i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  P a r , i s ,  

t h o u g h  E ng land  was a t  t i m e s  u n s y m p a t h e t i c .  S a r g e n t  r e c e i v e d  

d e c o r a t i o n s  and d ip lo m a s  from many c o u n t r i e s .  Cezanne and 

M i l l e t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  s m a l l e s t  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  h u t  i n  s p i t e  o f  

t h e i r  u n p o p u l a r i t y ,  M i l l e t  had t h e  f a v o r  o f  t h e  S a lo n  and 

t h e  Academy, and Cezanne began  t o  be  n o t i c e d  i n  t h e  l a t e r  

y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e .  The r e v e r e n c e  o f  I t a l y  toward  a r t  

b r o u g h t  i t s  a r t i s t s  a f i n e r  q u a l i t y  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a n  t h e  

a r t i s t s  o f  c o u n t r i e s  where  a r t  was c o n s i d e r e d  more o f  a com

mon t r a d e .  P u r e r ,  f o r  exam ple ,  en joyed  g r e a t e r  fame and 

l u x u r y  i n  I t a l y  t h a n  i n  h i s  own home c i t y  o f  l u r n b e r g .

P a t e r  g row th  i n  a r t i s t i c  p o w e r . Ten o f  t h e  t w e n t y -

one p a i n t e r s  d e v e lo p ed  one o r  more o f  t h e  a r t s  a l l i e d  t o  
1

p a i n t i n g .  T h e i r  t a l e n t  e n a b le d  them t o  work a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  

o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  s c u l p t u r e ,  d e s i g n i n g ,  and e n g r a v i n g .  T h e i r  

g row th  i n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and a r t i s t i c  p o w er ,  t h r o u g h  i n d u s t r y  

and p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  was even g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e c o c i o u s  

d eve lopm en t  i n  e a r l y  y o u t h .  They c o n t i n u e d  s t u d y  and p r a c 

t i c e ,  t h e y  e x p e r i m e n t e d ,  t h e y  t r a v e l e d  t o  o t h e r  c i t i e s  and 

c o u n t r i e s  t o  s t u d y  and copy t h e  works  o f  o t h e r  m a s t e r s .

They worked i n c e s s a n t l y ;  t h e i r  o u t p u t  was enormous .

— —
Column 6 ,  C h a r t  1 ,  p .  14 .
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S o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . The more p e r s o n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  

t h e s e  a r t i s t s  seemed t o  have  had h u t  l i t t l e  d i r e c t  e f f e c t  

upon t h e i r  a r t i s t i c  p r o d u c t i o n ,  T h e i r  own a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  

t h e i r  en v iro nm en t  w as ,  t o  a d e g r e e ,  a p a r t  from t h e i r  a r t .

At t i m e s ,  t h e  amount and t y p e  o f  c r e a t i o n  c h a n g e d ,  h u t  t h e  

q u a l i t y  seemed t o  r e m a in  t h e  same. A l th o u g h ,  a s  a g r o u p ,  

t h e y  had many i n t e r e s t s ,  i t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  a r t  came f i r s t .

F o u r t e e n  o f  t h e  t w e n ty - o n e  a r t i s t s  m a r r i e d ,  some o f  

them t w i c e .  E i g h t  c a s e s  o f  i r r e g u l a r  a t t a c h m e n t  were  n o t e d .  

F r a n s  E a l s ,  who was m a r r i e d  t w i c e ,  had t e n  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  number r e p o r t e d  f o r  an y  f a m i l y .  Of t h o s e  who m ar

r i e d ,  D u re r  was t h e  o n l y  one h a v in g  no c h i l d r e n .  Seven  o f  

t h e  a r t i s t s  n e v e r  m a r r i e d .  Of t h e  s i x t y - s i x  c h i l d r e n  w h ich  

gave  an a v e r a g e  o f  o v e r  f o u r  f o r  each o f  t h e  f i f t e e n  a r t i s t s  

who had a n y ,  e i t h e r  l e g a l  o r  i l l e g a l ,  sev en  were  s a i d  t o  

have  d ie d  i n  i n f a n c y .  Of t h o s e  who r e m a in e d ,  o n l y  so n s  o f  

E l  G re co ,  M u r i l l o ,  T i t i a n ,  and H a l s  were  m en t io n ed  a s  h a v in g  

had t a l e n t  i n  a r t .  L i t t l e  was known o f  t h e  o t h e r s .  Only 

e i g h t  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  a g e s  were r e c o r d e d .  T h e i r  a v e r a g e  a g e ,  

a t  m a r r i a g e ,  was 2 9 .9  y e a r s .

The n a t u r e  o f  a r t  and t h e  i n d u s t r y  n e c e s s a r y  i n  f i l l 

i n g  a l l  t h e  com m iss ions  t o  which t h e  a r t i s t  were e n t r u s t e d ,  

n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e i r  m a i n t a i n i n g  some r e s e r v e ,  h u t  a s o l i t a r y  

n a t u r e  seemed c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h u t  few .  The a r t i s t s  who 

had f r i e n d l y  s o c i a l  n a t u r e s  were  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  Some, l i k e
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W h i s t l e r  were  dep en d e n t  upon s o c i e t y  f o r  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  T h e i r  

p o s i t i o n s  gave  them an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  t h e  

l e a d i n g  men o f  t h e i r  t im e*  I n  t h e  column on companions  and 

f r i e n d s  o f  c h a r t  4 ,  p ag e  42 ,  a few o f  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p s  have 

b e e n  r e c o r d e d ,  T h a t  t h e  a r t i s t s  had many n o t a b l e  and w o r t h 

w h i l e  f r i e n d s ,  was e v i d e n t .

F i n a n c i a l  s u c c e s s .  A l th o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  amount p a id  

f o r  p a i n t i n g s  was b e g g a r l y  compared t o  t h e  enormous sums 

t h e y  have b r o u g h t  s i n c e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  aecu*- 

m u la te d  w e a l t h .  I n  many c a s e s ,  b i o g r a p h e r s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  money v a l u e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  t o d a y .  Such c a l c u l a t i o n  

n a t u r a l l y  i n v o lv e d  some i n a c c u r a c y ,  b u t  was o f  g r e a t e r  v a l u e  

t h a n  a n  unmeaning s t a t e m e n t  o f  g u i l d e r s ,  f l o r i n s ,  o r  d u c a t s .  

She e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s *  w e a l t h  o r  p o v e r t y  were b u i l t  

upon t h e  m o n e ta r y  and l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e i r  own t i m e .  

Those r e p o r t e d  a s  w e a l t h y  were  M ic h a e l  A n g e lo ,  B a p h a e l ,  

T i t i a n ,  R u b e n s ,  Van Dyck,  T u r n e r ,  and R e y n o l d s .  Those  who 

were  i n  good c i r c u m s t a n c e s  were  L eonardo  da V i n c i ,  G i o t t o ,  

H o l b e i n ,  V e l a s q u e z ,  M u r i l l o ,  B u r e r ,  and S a r g e n t .  F i v e  o f  

t h e  p a i n t e r s  were  s a i d  t o  have  gone b a n k r u p t  o r  ended i n  

p o v e r t y  b e c a u s e  o f  m ismanagem ent .  Those  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s  

l a s t  g roup  were  B o t t i c e l l i ,  E l  G reco ,  R e m b ra n d t ,  F r a n s  H a l s ,  

and W h i s t l e r .  Those who r e c e i v e d  t h e  s m a l l e s t  f i n a n c i a l  

r e t u r n s  f o r  t h e i r  work w ere  M i l l e t  and C ezanne .  The l a t t e r
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had t h e  good f o r t u n e  o f  i n h e r i t i n g  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  

M i l l e t  was t h e  o n l y  one o f  t h e  e n t i r e  g roup  o f  t w e n ty - o n e  

p a i n t e r s  who rem ained  v e r y  p o o r  a l l  h i s  l i f e .

Manner o f  l i v i n g .  The a r t i s t s *  r e a c t i o n  t o  s u c c e s s  

was c o m p a r a t i v e  t o  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  a g roup  t a k e n  a t  l a r g e  

t o d a y .  R a p h a e l ,  T i t i a n ,  R u b e n s ,  and some o t h e r s  l i v e d  i n  

p a l a c e s  l i k e  p r i n c e s  w h i l e  M ichae l  A nge lo  who l e f t  t h e  e q u i v 

a l e n c e  o f  a b o u t  a hundred  th o u sa n d  d o l l a r s ,  and b u r n e r  who 

l e f t  n e a r l y  f i v e  hundred  th o u s a n d  pounds  and numerous p a i n t 

i n g s  w hich  he had h o a r d e d ,  l i v e d  l i k e  h e r m i t s  i n  s q u a l o r .

Two, G i o t t o  and C ezanne ,  seemed t o  have  a lw ay s  l i v e d  s i m p l y ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w e a l t h .  Of t h o s e  who have  b e en  m en t io ned  a s  

h a v in g  ended i n  p o v e r t y  b e c a u s e  o f  mismanagement ,  E l  G re c o ,  

R e m b ra n d t ,  and W h i s t l e r  went  i n t o  d e b t ,  and l i v e d  beyond 

t h e i r  m eans .  W h i s t l e r  succeeded  i n  m aking  a new s t a r t ,  b u t  

t h e  o t h e r s  d ied  i n  f i n a n c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  which  were  grow

i n g  w orse  each  y e a r .  The t e n d e n c y  i n  manner  o f  l i v i n g  was 

toward  e x t r e m e s  i n  l u x u r y  o r  s i m p l i c i t y .

Summary o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  on l a t e r  e n v i ro nm en t  and s u c 

c e s s  o f  tw e n ty - o n e  famous p a i n t e r s .  I n  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l a t e r  

en v i ro n m en t  and s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - o n e  p a i n t e r s ,  t h e  f o l 

lo w in g  c o n c l u s i o n s  were  e v id e n c e d :

1 .  A l l  t h e  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e  g ro u p  were  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r



www.manaraa.com

t h e i r  g e n i u s ,  d u r i n g  t h e i r  own l i f e t i m e .  Many 

o f  them en joyed  t h e  h i g h e s t  h o n o r s ,  

f h e  a r t i s t s 1 l a t e r  g row th  i n  power was a s  r e m a rk 

a b l e  a s  t h e i r  e a r l y  p r e c o c i t y .  Many d ev e lo ped  

s k i l l  i n  l i n e s  o t h e r  t h a n  p a i n t i n g .

Over h a l f  t h e  a r t i s t s  m a r r i e d  and had f a m i l i e s  

o f  an  a v e r a g e  o f  more t h a n  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  o f  whom 

h u t  few showed any  t a l e n t  i n  a r t .

More a r t i s t s  were  f r i e n d l y  and s o c i a l l y  i n c l i n e d  

t h a n  s o l i t a r y ;  t h e y  had many n o te d  f r i e n d s .

A l l  t h e  a r t i s t s  e x c e p t  Cezanne and M i l l e t  r e 

c e i v e d  ample  r e m u n e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  w ork .

Over h a l f  t h e  g ro u p  l e f t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  w e a l t h  a t  

d e a t h .

f h e  m anner  o f  l i v i n g  was u s u a l l y ,  b u t  n o t  a l w a y s ,  

a f f e c t e d  by  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  a r t i s t .  Ehe t e n d 

ency  was to w a rd  e x t r e m e s  i n  l u x u r y  o r  s i m p l i c i t y .
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A r t i s t
R e c o g n i t i o n  

D u r in g  L i f e t i m e

S o c i a l  R e l a t i o n s h i p s F i n a n c e s  and L i v i n g

M a r r i a g e C h i ld r e n Companions and F r i e n d s F i n a n c i a l  S u c c e s s Manner o f  L i v i n g

G i o t t o
P a i n t e r  t o  t h e  Pope 
and K in g  o f  H ap les

Yes

Young
6

Dante  and o t h e r  famous 
men o f  h i s  t im e

W eal thy
Owned s e v e r a l  h o u se s  
and e s t a t e  o f  f a t h e r

T h r i f t y  and P r u d e n t

T i t i a n
C o u r t  P a i n t e r

K n igh ted

Yes 

At 48
6

P i e t r o  A r e t i n o  
S an so v in o  
G io r g io n e  
L u ao v ico  A r i s t o

R ic h
L o r d l y  income and 
s t a t e l y  mansion

L ived  m a g n i f i c e n t l y  b u t  
w i t h  h a b i t u a l  p r u d e n c e

Rem brand t
F i r s t  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  
l e a d i n g  p o r t r a i t  p a i n t e r  
i n  Amsterdam. L a t e r  
y e a r s  n o t  so s u c c e s s f u l

Yes 

At 28

6
(one was 

i l l e g i t i m a t e )

R abb i  J a n  S i x  
J a n  L ie v e n s  
Coppenol

Began s u c c e s s f u l l y  
Went b a n k ru p t  and 
rem a ined  a p au p e r

F in e  s t u d i o  b u t  p l a i n  
l i v i n g  a t  f i r s t  
L a t e r  l i v e d  i n  p o v e r t y

M ic h a e l  Angelo
R egarded  r e v e r e n t l y  
P a i n t e r  t o  Po pes

Ho
Hone

G r e a t  men o f  t h e  day  
V i t t o r i a  Colonna 
Tomaso C a v a l i e r i  
G iog io ne

W ealthy
L e f t  a b o u t  $100 ,000  
a t  d e a t h

M i s e r l y ,  s q u a l i d  h a b i t s  
b u t  w i t h  h i m s e l f  o n l y  
L ived  l i k e  a monk

E l  Greco
L o s t  t h e  f a v o r  o f  
P h i l i p  I I  b u t  r e c o g n i z e d  
b y  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  S p a in

Ho (? )
1

i l l e g i t i m a t e
( ? )

Few r e c o r d e d  

P acheco
Enormous income 
Died i n  deb t

E x t r a v a g a n t  
24 room p a l a c e  
I n d u l g e n t  
Bohemian

L eonardo
da

V i n c i

W el l  r e c e i v e d  
P a i n t e r  t o  t h e  Duke o f  

M i l a n  and K in g  o f  F r a n c e
Ho Hone

Duke o f  M i la n
P e r u g i n o
B o t t i c e l l i
K in g  F r a n c i s  I  -  F r a n c e

W ealthy
L u x u r i o u s l y  -  m a in 
t a i n e d  numerous s e r 
v a n t s  and f i n e  e q u i p a g e

V e la s q u e z
C o u r t  P a i n t e r
R e c e iv e d  t h e  C ro s s  o f  
S a n t i a g o

Yes 

At 19
2

A r t i s t s  o f  t h e  t im e  
P h i l i p  IV o f  S p a in  
O l i v a r e z

W ealthy
L ived  a t  K in g 1 s  c o u r t  
Always had h i s  own 
p e r s o n a l  s l a v e

Cezanne Almost  unknown
Yes 

a t  27
1

M anet ,  F a n t i n ,  R e n o i r ,  
and o t h e r  a r t i s t s  o f  
h i s  t i m e  ( m is a n th r o p e )

I n h e r i t e d  w e a l t h  o f
h i s  f a t h e r
Made l i t t l e  h i m s e l f

L ived  s im p ly

R a p h a e l P a i n t e r  t o  Pope Ho Hone
F r a  Bartolommeo 
B acc io  d* Agnolo 
Popes  J u l i u s  X -  Leo XI 
C a s t i g l i o n e

R ich
L ived  i n  a p a l a c e  i n  
p r i n c e l y  s t a t e

B o t t i c e l l i
P a i n t e r  t o  L o ren z o  
de M e d ic i  and Pope 
S e x tu s

Ho Hone
Leonardo da V i n c i  
S a v o n a r o l l a  
Pope S e x tu s  IV

Became r i c h  b u t  n e v e r  
c o u ld  k e ep  money

L iv ed  i m p r o v i d e n t l y  
Died a p a u p e r

Rubens
C o u r t  P a i n t e r

K n ig h ted

Yes -  t w i c e  

F i r s t ,  a t  32
6 Queen I s a b e l l a  

V e la s q u e z R ich L ived  by  s c h e d u l e  i n  
a p a l a t i a l  house

H o l b e i n  
( t h e  y o u n g e r )

P a i n t e r  t o  K ing  
H e n r y  V I I I  o f  England

Yes 

a t  22

6
(two were 

i l l e g i t i m a t e )

Erasmus
S i r  Thomas Moore 
King Henry  V I I I

W e l l - t o - d o

A f t e r  1537 c o n n e c te d  
w i t h  a l l  t h a t  was 
h i g h e s t  i n  s o c i e t y  
Drew s a l a r y  i n  a d v an ce

M i l l e t
R e co g n ize d  by  t h e  S a lo n  
and t h e  Academy 
R e c e iv e d  m e d a l s

Yes
3

Azevedo
Grouchy,  L a n g l o i s ,  
C o r o t .  R o l l i n ,  and 
a r t i s t s  o f  h i s  t im e

Pauper Lived  27 y e a r s  i n  a 
t h r e e  room c o t t a g e

Van Dyck
C o u r t  P a i n t e r

K n ig h ted

Yes 

At 40

2
(one was 

i l l e g i t i m a t e )

Rubens
C h a r l e s  I  o f  E ng land

Wealthy
Lived  i n  handsome s t y l e  
E x t r a v a g a n t

W h i s t l e r
F a i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  
E ng land
Academy i n  P a r i s

Yes
1

i l l e g i t i m a t e

A l b e r t  Moore 
F a n t i n  L a t o u r  
L egros  
Osca r  Wilde

Good s t a r t  b u t  e x t r a v 
ag a n c e  caused b a n k r u p t 
cy -  s t a r t e d  anew

E x p e n s iv e  t a s t e s  
Always i n  d e b t

F r a n s  H a l s
From 1630 t o  1640 
acknowledged  F i r s t  
P a i n t e r  i n  H o l l a n d

Yes -  t w i c e 10 L i t t l e  r e c o r d
F a i r  p a y
Poor  b u s i n e s s  man

Hot p r e t t y  
Drunkard
Died i n  a lm sh o u se

R e y n o ld s
C o u r t  P a i n t e r

K n ig h ted
Ho Hone

Dr.  J o h n s o n ,  G o ld sm i th ,  
S t e r n e ,  B urke ,  G a r r i c k ,  
and l i t e r a r y  men o f  Age

R i c h
R e ce iv e d  about  6 .0 0 0  
pounds  a n n u a l l y  from 
p o r t r a i t s

F i n e  h o u se  and 
f u r n i s h i n g s  
S t r i n g e n t  economy

R a r e r
R e p u t a t i o n  sp re a d  a l l  
o v e r  E u ro p e

Yes 

a t  23
Hone

P e rk h e im e r  
Melanchon 
A l l  f i r s t  m a s t e r s  
o f  h i s  aee

W e l l - t o - d o  
L e f t  over  #50 ,000  
t o  h i s  w ife

C o m fo r ta b le  
E x p e n s iv e  d r e s s  
Money c o n s c i o u s

M u r i l l o
I d o l  o f  S e v i l l e  
S c a r c e l y  known beyond 
A n d a l u s i a

Yes 5
Many f r i e n d s  among f e l 
low a r t i s t s  and most  
c u l t u r e d  o f  S e v i l l e

Wealthy
F i n e  home
E n t e r t a i n e d  much b u t  
was t h r i f t y  and m odes t

T u rn e r R o y a l  A c ad e m ic ia n  f o r  
n e a r l y  f i f t y  y e a r s

Ho
4

i l l e g i t i m a t e
Few f r i e n d s

R i c h
L e f t  145,000 pounds  
and numerous p a i n t i n g s

Lived  l i k e  a h e r m i t  
w i t h  m i s e r l y  h a b i t s

S a r g e n t
R e c e iv e d  d e c o r a t i o n s  
and d ip lo m a s  from 
many c o u n t r i e s

Ho Hone
A r t i s t s  o f  h i s  t ime 
Kept  o ld  f r i e n d s  and 
made many new ones

Wealthy
Took l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  
i n  money bu t  l i v e d  
on a g e n e ro u s  s c a l e

SUMMARY

4 P a i n t e r s  t o  a Pope 

8 C o u r t  P a i n t e r s

8 O th e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  

1 Almost  unknown

14 M a r r ie d

Average  o f  
2 9 .9  y e a r s  
f o r  age  a t  
m a r r i a g e  
(8 a v e r a g e d )

15 had 
c h i l d r e n

Average 
4 . 6  each

( F u r t h e r  d a t a  -  
C h a r t  2 ,  page  26)

14 w e a l th y  o r  i n  
good c i r c u m s ta n c e s

5 b a n k ru p t

1 poor  always
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CHAPTER V

COMMON FACTORS OF ENDO?/MENT,

AND ENVIRONMENTAL INFLUENCE IN THE LIVES OF 

FOUR MODERN PAINTERS, COMPARED WITH SUMMARIES 

FOR TWENTY-ONE FAMOUS PAINTERS IN HISTORY

Customs o f  t o d a y  a r e  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h o s e  i n  

h i s t o r y .  A r t  s t a n d a r d s  have changed ;  t h e  o u t l o o k  h a s  even  

seemed t o  remold  t h e  a r t i s t  h i m s e l f .  The q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  

w h e th e r  t h e  s a l i e n t  p o i n t s  b r o u g h t  ou t  i n  t h e  summaries  o f  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r s ,  would he  common t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  more 

r e c e n t  p a i n t e r s ,  h a s  made s t u d y  o f  a few o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  day  

a r t i s t s  seem n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  

The l i v i n g  a r t i s t s  w ere  s e l e c t e d  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

o f  t h e  modern e r a .  A r e v i e w  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  from t h e  s t a n d 

p o i n t  o f  H e r e d i t y ,  E a r l y  E n v i ro n m e n t ,  A r t  T r a i n i n g ,  and 

L a t e r  E nv iron m en t  and S u c c e s s ,  h a s  m i r r o r e d  t h e  s t u d y  o f  

famous p a i n t e r s  i n  h i s t o r y  w i t h  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  on f a c t o r s  o f  

h e r e d i t y  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e  which  may he  common t o  

a r t i s t s  a s  a g r o u p .

I n h e r i t e d  t a l e n t . I n q u i r y  a s  t o  h e r e d i t y  o f  a r t  

t a l e n t ,  found t h a t  each o f  t h e  modern a r t i s t s  had o t h e r  

a r t i s t i c  r e l a t i v e s .  More c o m p le te  d a t a  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t u d y  

would p r o h a h l y  have  made i t s  r e s u l t s  s i m i l a r .  E a r l y  d i s p l a y
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o f  a r t  i n t e r e s t  and p r e c o c i t y  i n  d raw in g  was s i m i l a r  i n  

a v e r a g e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t u d y ,  ( C h a r t  5)

G e n e r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e . J u d g i n g  hy t h e  f a c t o r s  o f  

l a t h e r s *  O c c u p a t io n s ,  S o c i a l  I n h e r i t a n c e ,  B i o g r a p h i c a l  

O p in io n ,  and O th e r  T a l e n t s ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  m odem  

g ro u p  o f  p a i n t e r s  was a l s o  above  a v e r a g e .  ( C h a r t  5)

P h y s i c a l  e n e r g y  and i n d u s t r y . The t e r m s  used b y  

b i o g r a p h e r s  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n e rg y  and i n d u s t r y  

o f  t h e  modern p a i n t e r s  were  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a v e r 

ag e  i n d u s t r y  and o r d i n a r y  p h y s i c a l  e n e r g y .  ( C h a r t  5)

E a r l y  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s . The f i n a n c i a l  - s t a t u s  

o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  modern p a i n t e r s  seemed t o  h ave  b e en  

m o d e r a t e ,  l o n e  were p o o r .  B iego  R i v e r a  had t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  

governm ent  o f  V e ra  Cruz i n  h i s  s t u d y  a b r o a d .  The a r t i s t s  

came from c u l t u r e d  homes. ( C h a r t  6)

A r t  t r a i n i n g . The s t u d y  o f  a r t  among t h e  modern 

g roup  o f  p a i n t e r s  was c o m p a rab le  i n  t y p e  t o  t h a t  o f  C ezanne ,  

W h i s t l e r ,  and S a r g e n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p .  T hat  o f  B i e g o . 

R i v e r a  was t h e  b r o a d e s t .  I t  was r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  b e s t  

and most  c o m ple te  a r t  t r a i n i n g  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  modern w or ld  

o f  t o d a y .  The t r a i n i n g  which  Brangwyn had i n  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s 

workshop  and t h r o u g h  p r a c t i c e  i n  com m erc ia l  a r t  seems on a 

l e v e l  w i t h  t h a t  o f  H o l b e i n .  G e o rg ia  O’K e e f f e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
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CHART 5

INHERITANCE OF FOUR MODERN PAINTERS

A r t  T a l e n t Gr e n e r a l  I n t ; e l l i g e n c e P h y s i c a l E n e rg y

A r t i s t R e l a t i v e s  
h a v in g  a r t  
t a l e n t

Age a t
e n t e r i n g
a r t
s c h o o l

F a th e r s *
o c c u p a 
t i o n s

S o c i a l
i n h e r 
i t a n c e

O th e r
t a l e n t s
and
accom
p l i s h m e n t s

B io g 
r a p h e r s *
o p i n i o n

B io g 
r a p h e r s *
r e p o r t

I n d u s t r y

Diego
R i v e r a

None
r e c o r d e d 11

(F a m i ly
o f

s o l d i e r s )
T ea ch e r

M iddle
c l a s s

C u l t u r e

None
r e c o r d e d

Learned  
t o  r e a d  
a t  f i v e

O f te n  i l l  
when a 
c h i l d  
A verage

Weeks o f
f u r i o u s
p a i n t i n g

P i c a s s o F a t h e r
Very-
e a r l y

Drawing
t e a c h e r Good

None
r e c o r d e d

S u p e r i o r
I n v e n t i v e

None
r e c o r d e d

At 18 
made two 
p i c t u r e s  
a day

G eorg ia
O 'K e e f f e

T h re e  
s i s t e r s  
Two g r a n d 
m o th e r s

17 R e f in e d

Commer
c i a l  a r t  
S u p e r v i s 
o r  o f  
E d u c a t i o n

Good A verage

Days 
g i v e n  
o v e r  t o  
p a i n t i n g

F r a n k
Brangwyn

F a t h e r
U nc le E a r l y A r c h i t e c t

M idd le
c l a s s
R e f in e d

E t c h i n g
D es ign Good

G r e a t  
v i t a l i t y  
o f  n e r v 
ous  s y s 
tem

P a i n t s  
a t  w h i t e  
h e a t  o r  
n o t  a t  
a l l
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CHART 6

EARLY EHVIROHMEHT OR HOUR MODERH PAIHTERS

A r t i s t
rJ

P i n a n c i a l  
S t a t u s  

o f  P a r e n t

O u t s i d e  H e lp  
and

P i n a n c i a l  Aid
G e n e r a l

S c h o o l in g
Companions 

and F r i e n d s
B r o t h e r s  

and S i s t e r s

Diego
R i v e r a M odera te

G ran ted  300 f n  
a month "by t h e  
Gov. o f  V e ra ,  
Cruz f o r  s t u d y

Taught  h y  a u n t  
and f a t h e r

3 m onths  r e g u 
l a r  s c h o o l i n g

R u s s i a n  
f r i e n d s  

P i c a s s o  
and o t h e r  
a r t i s t s

7 "b ro th e r s  
and s i s t e r s  -  
a l l  d i e d  h u t  
one

fDiego a tw in )

P i c a s s o M o dera te Hone r e c o r d e d
L i t t l e

r e c o r d e d

Many f r i e n d s  
among t h e  
"best a r t i s t s  
o f  h i s  
g e n e r a t i o n

Hone
m en t io ned

G e o rg ia  
0 ?K e e f f e M o d era te Hone

U n i v e r s i t y
g r a d u a t e

Almost  a 
r e c l u s e 3 s i s t e r s

P r a n k
Brangwyn M odera te

Rathhone* s 
c r i t i c i s m s  and 
s u g g e s t i o n s

Dames s c h o o l  
and a m id d le  
c l a s s  s c h o o l

K i n d l y  and 
F r i e n d l y  

O th e r  a r t i s t s
2 s i s t e r s
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b e s t  a r t  t r a i n i n g  i n  America  While  P i c a s s o  r e p r e s e n t s  t h a t  

o f  E u ro p e ,  The e a r l y  deve lopm ent  o f  a r t  t a l e n t ,  number o f  

y e a r s  s p e n t  i n  s t u d y ,  and t h e  a m b i t i o n s  i n  s e l f - t e a c h i n g ,  

v i s i t i n g  museums, and t r a v e l  have  a v e r a g e s  e q u a l  t o  t h o s e  

o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a i n t e r s .  The l a t e s t  a g e  a t  t h e  f i r s t  r e c 

o g n i t i o n  o f  s u c c e s s  was t h i r t y - t h r e e .  ( C h a r t  ?)

L a t e r  en v iro n m en t  and s u c c e s s . Pue t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

a l l  t h e  p a i n t e r s  a r e  l i v i n g ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  l a t e r  e n v i r o n 

ment and s u c c e s s  o f  modern p a i n t e r s  was n e c e s s a r i l y  incom

p l e t e .  A q u o t a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

each  h a s  been  r e c o r d e d  i n  C h a r t  8 .  A l th o u g h  t h e  f o u r  modern 

p a i n t e r s  now seem t o  be  w e l l  p a i d ,  t h e  m o n e ta r y  r e c o g n i t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  g e n i u s  came a t  a l a t e r  age  t h a n  t h a t  f o r  t h e  m a j o r 

i t y  o f  t h e  famous p a i n t e r s  i n  h i s t o r y .  The p a t r o n a g e  o f  

Po pes  and l o b i l i t y ,  t h e  u s e  o f  a r t  i n  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  l a c k  

o f  f i n e  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  and s c a r c i t y  o f  good p a i n t e r s ,  caused  

g r e a t e r  demand f o r  t h e  a r t i s t s  i n  h i s t o r y .  A l t h o u g h ,  t o d a y ,  

t h e  w orld  h a s  more a r t  and more a r t i s t s ,  t h e  w e a l t h y  con

n o i s s e u r  p a t r o n i z e s  t h e  a r t i s t s  i n  h i s t o r y  more t h a n  t h o s e  

o f  h i s  own t i m e .

The g ro w th  o f  t h e  modern a r t i s t s  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  h a s  

b e e n  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e i r  work ,  b u t  n o v e l t y  o f  i n v e n t i o n  and 

c h a n g e a b i l i t y  h a s  seemed t o  r e t a r d  t h e  s t e a d y  dev e lo pm en t  

o f  power which  was e v id e n c e d  among t h e  e a r l y  famous p a i n t e r s .
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CHART 7

ART TRAINING OF FOUR MODERN PAINTERS

A r t i s t
Age a t  

E n t e r i n g  
A r t  Schoo l

A r t  S c h o o l s Q u a l i t y  o f  
T r a i n i n g

Y e a r s  Sp en t  
i n  S tu d y

O ther  A r t  
I n f l u e n c e s

Age a t  
F i r s t  

S u c c e s s

Diego
R i v e r a 11

Academy o f  
Beaux A r t s  
i n  Mexico
Europe

S tu d ie d  
u n d e r  t h e  
b e s t  a r t i s t s  
o f  h i s  t im e

10

S t u d i o  a t  
home 
T r a v e l  
P i c a s s o

SO

F i r s t
one-man
e x h i b i t

P i c a s s o E a r l y

F a t h e r  
Academy i n  
B a r c e lo n a  
P a r i s

V e ry  good 

Good
B e s t  o f  t h e  
t im e

A l l  h i s  l i f e

P r a c t i c e  o f  
i n v e n t i o n  
and s e l f -  
t e a c h i n g  i n  
a r t

18

P a r i s

G e o rg ia
O’K e e f f e 17

Chicago  A r t  
I n s t i t u t e  
N,Y. A r t  
S t u d e n t s  
League 
Columbia U.

Among t h e  
fo r e m o s t  a r t  
s c h o o l s  o f  
America

Over 5 y e a r s

A d v e r t i s i n g  
and p r a c t i c e  
i n  commer
c i a l  a r t  
A r t  t e a c h i n g

33 
Show a t
A nderson
G a l l e r i e s
i n  N.Y.

F ra n k
Brangwyn E a r l y

No academ ic  
t r a i n i n g A l l  h i s  l i f e

Copywork i n
museums
W il l ia m
M o r r i s  shop
F a t h e r
T r a v e l

18
A p i c t u r e  
a c c e p t e d  
By R o ya l  
Academy
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CHART 8

LATER BIVIROIMEIT AID SUCCESS OR FOUR MODERH PAIITERS

S o c i a l  R e l a t i o n s h i p s F i n a n c e s  and L i v i n g

A r t i s t
R e c o g n i t i o n

D u r in g
L i f e t i m e M a r r ia g e C h i l d r e n

Companions
and

F r i e n d s
F i n a n c i a l

S u c c e s s
Manner o f  

L i v i n g

Diego
R i v e r a

R eco gn ized  
a l l  o v e r  
t h e  w o r ld

Yes
(See  C h a r t  6 
p a g e  46)

C o n t r a c t s
a v e r a g i n g
a b o u t
$ 2 3 ,0 0 0
e ac h

Simple  
home a t  
S t . Angel  
Mexico 
C i t y

P i c a s s o

H is  p a i n t 
i n g s  hang 
i n  a l l  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  
c o l l e c t i o n s

Yes Yes
(See  C h a r t  6 
p a g e  46) W ea l th y

S t u d i o  a l 
ways b a r e  
F i n e
A par tm en t  
i n  P a r i s

G e o rg ia
O 'K e e f fe

F or  emo s t  
Woman 
p a i n t e r  o f  
t h e  w or ld

Yes 

a t  37
Ho.

(See C h a r t  6 
p ag e  46} Well  p a id

L i v e s  sim
p l y  on a 
3 0 t h  f l o o r  
i n  H.Y.

F r a n k
Brangwyn

C o n s id e red  
one o f  t h e  
h e s t  p a i n t 
e r s  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  day

Ho
(See C h a r t  6 
page  46) Well  p a i d

A t t r a c t i v e  
home t a s t e 
f u l l y  
f u r n i s h e d  
Modest
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The e x t r a v a g a n c e  and p r i n c e l y  l i v i n g  o f  some o f  t h e  

famoas p a i n t e r s  i n  h i s t o r y  was n o t  t r u e  o f  t h e  modern p a i n t 

e r s .  A l th o u g h  t h e y  seemed k e e n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p e o p l e  and 

world  a f f a i r s ,  t h e y  l i v e d  s im p ly  and i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  p l a c i n g  

a premium upon t i m e ,  and r e s e r v i n g  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  i t  

f o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e i r  t a l e n t .

Summary o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  on i n h e r i t a n c e  and en v iro n m en t  

o f  f o u r  modern p a i n t e r s . The fe w n e s s  o f  c a s e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  

o f  t h e  modern  p a i n t e r s ,  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s ,  and t h e  

u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  t h e i r  f u t u r e  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  made i t  a s t u d y  

w hich  h a s  v a l u e  o n l y  a s  a supp lem en t  t o  t h e  ma^or s t u d y  o f  

t w e n ty - o n e  p a i n t e r s *  I n  c o m p a r is o n  o f  t h e  two s t u d i e s ,  t h e  

summary o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  was a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  A l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  o f  h e r e d i t y  among t h e  f o u r  modern  

p a i n t e r s  seemed t o  compare  f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  t h o s e  

o f  t h e  p a i n t e r s  i n  h i s t o r y .

2 .  The f a c t o r s  o f  e a r l y  e n v i ro n m en t  among t h e  modern 

p a i n t e r s  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  a v e r a g e s  i n  f a c t o r s  o f  

e a r l y  en v iro n m en t  o f  t h e  tw e n ty - o n e  famous p a i n t 

e r s *  Ho o u t s t a n d i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  were  a p p a r e n t *

3 .  The a r t  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  modern  p a i n t e r s  was l i k e  

t h a t  o f  t h e  famous p a i n t e r s ,  i n  amount and i n  

q u a l i t y .

4 .  The o u t s t a n d i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  t h e  l a t e r  en

v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  modern p a i n t e r s  and t h a t  o f  t h e
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p a i n t e r s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t u d y ,  was i n  w e a l t h  a c c u 

m u la ted  and manner  o f  l i v i n g .  Kone o f  t h e  mod

e r n  p a i n t e r s  l i v e d  on t h e  e x t r a v a g a n t  s c a l e  t h a t  

was e v id e n c e d  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  some o f  t h e  e a r 

l i e r  p a i n t e r s .
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CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSIONS ♦

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  was t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  

t r u t h s  and f a l l a c i e s  i n  common i m p r e s s i o n s  a b o u t  a r t i s t s  a s  

a g r o u p ,  and t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  f a c t s  i n  a way t h a t  would m i n i 

m ize  h e a r s a y  and o p i n i o n  and form some p r e c e p t s  o f  g u id a n c e  

f o r  sound r e c o g n i t i o n  and p r o p e r  deve lopm en t  o f  r e a l  t a l e n t  

i n  a r t .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  g i v e n  i n  t h e  p r e c e e d i n g  

c h a p t e r s  b e a r s  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  n o t  m e r e l y  f o r  c o r r e c t i n g  

i m p r e s s i o n s  a b o u t  a r t i s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  common 

f a c t o r s  w h ich  m ig h t  a id  i n  t h e  g u id a n c e  and t r a i n i n g  o f  a r t  

s t u d e n t s .

Common f a c t o r s  o f  h e r e d i t y . I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s e s ,  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  were  made f o r  f a c t o r s  o f  

h e r e d i t y :

1 .  The a r t i s t s 1 g e n i u s  seemed due t o  some s p e c i a l  

i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  i n h e r i t e d  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  a t t i 

t u d e s  and c a p a c i t i e s  w hich  showed up a t  an  e a r l y  

a g e ;  t a l e n t  i n  f i e l d s  o t h e r  t h a n  p a i n t i n g  was n o t  

uncommon.

£ .  G en ius  i n  a r t  came o f t e n e s t  i n  f a m i l i e s  o f  i n t e l 

l i g e n c e  and r e f i n e m e n t .  S u p e r i o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  

accom pan ied  s u p e r i o r  t a l e n t  i n  a r t .
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3 .  The I n c e s s a n t  i n d u s t r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  a r t 

i s t s ,  was u s u a l l y  backed  b y  s u p e r i o r  p h y s i c a l  

s t r e n g t h  and n e r v o u s  e n e r g y .

4 .  Love o f  b e a u t y ,  a m b i t i o n ,  and i n d u s t r y  were  t h e  

o n l y  q u a l i t i e s  o f  tem peram ent  o r  p e r s o n a l i t y  

which  were  o b v i o u s l y  common t o  t h e  g r o u p .  The 

a r t i s t s  had an  u n u s u a l  amount o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y .

B n v i ro n m e n ta 1 i n f l u e n c e . The f i n a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  

drawn from t h e  summaries  on e a r l i e r  and l a t e r  e n v i ro n m en t  

were  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  The most  s a l i e n t  p o i n t  i n  t h e  a r t i s t s *  e n v i r o n 

ment was t h e  t r e n d  o f  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  Age when 

t h e y  l i v e d ;  t h e r e  a p p e a re d  t o  be a r e l a t i o n  b e 

tw een  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e  Age and t h e  g r e a t n e s s  

o f  t h e  a r t i s t .

2 .  The famous a r t i s t s  u s u a l l y  came from homes o f  t h e  

u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  i n  w e a l t h y  o r  m o d e r a te  c i r 

c u m s tan ces*  T h e i r  g e n i u s  was n u t u r e d  i n  an  en

v i r o n m e n t  w hich  o f f e r e d  s u p e r i o r  c u l t u r a l  and a r t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

3 .  Long y e a r s  s p e n t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  room was n o t  c h a r 

a c t e r i s t i c  o f  famous a r t i s t s ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  a d 

v a n t a g e s  w h ich  t h e y  had were  s u p e r i o r ,  and b a l 

anced t h e  l a c k  o f  g e n e r a l  s c h o o l i n g .
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4 .  The g e n i u s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  was d e v e lo p e d  i n  c i t i e s  

w hich  were  n o te d  a s  a r t  c e n t e r s *

5* The Q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  work p ro d u c e d  by  t h e  a r t i s t s  

seemed i n  no way low ered  by  o r d i n a r y  d i s a p p o i n t 

m e n ts  and so r ro w s  i n  l i f e *

6* Most famous a r t i s t s  en joyed  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  and 

a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h i n k e r s  o f  t h e i r  

t im e*

7 .  N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  a r t i s t s  were  r e c o g n i z e d  d u r i n g  

t h e i r  l i f e t i m e ,  and r e c e i v e d  ample  r e m u n e r a t i o n  

f o r  t h e i r  work* Many e n jo y ed  t h e  h i g h e s t  hon

o r s  and became w e a l t h y .

8 .  The t e n d e n c y  i n  manner o f  l i v i n g  was toward  ex 

t r e m e s  i n  l u x u r y  o r  p o v e r t y .

Common f a c t o r s  i n  a r t  t r a i n i n g * The r e v i e w  o f  sum

m a r i e s  f o r  a r t  t r a i n i n g  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u 

s i o n s :

1 .  The a r t i s t s  b eg an  d raw ing  v e r y  e a r l y ;  by  t h e  ag e  

o f  t w e l v e  o r  t h i r t e e n ,  t h e i r  g e n i u s  had u s u a l l y  

become so a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e y  had c h o sen  a r t  a s  

t h e i r  l i f e ?s work and e n t e r e d  s y s t e m a t i c  s t u d y  

w h ich  l a s t e d  from e i g h t  t o  t w e l v e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  

b e s t  s c h o o l s ,  and u n d e r  t h e  b e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  t i m e .
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2 .  I n d i v i d u a l i t y  i n  a r t i s t i c  g e n i u s  bad i t s  g r e a t 

e s t  d eve lopm en t  a f t e r  t h e  days  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n  

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  o r  t h e  academ y•

3 .  S e l f - t e a c h i n g  t h r o u g h  o b s e r v a t i o n  and p r a c t i c e  

was p r e s e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r t i s t s *  l i v e s *

4* The famous a r t i s t s  t o o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  o p p o r t u 

n i t i e s  f o r  s t u d y  and deve lopm en t  o f  t h e i r  a r t i s 

t i c  g e n i u s .

The f i n a l  summary o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  j u s t  p r e s e n t e d  has  

b r o u g h t  o u t  some f a c t o r s  i n  h e r e d i t y  and env iro n m en t  w h ich  

have  r e f u t e d  p o p u l a r  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  a r t i s t s ,  and seem wor

t h y  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  p l a n n i n g  t h e  g u id a n c e  p ro g ram  f o r  

t h e  t a l e n t e d  p u p i l  i n  a r t *  Many o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  

t o  a r t  and a r t  t r a i n i n g  have  a r i s e n  d u r i n g  t h i s  i n q u i r y  — 

Why h ave  t h e r e  b e e n  no women p a i n t e r s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r a n k ?  — 

How much can  t a s t e  be  i n f l u e n c e d  by  t r a i n i n g ?  — How im p or

t a n t  t o  a r t i s t i c  s u c c e s s  i s  3?reedom from C o n v e n t io n ?  —

Can True  o r i g i n a l i t y  be d e s t r o y e d ?  — How f a r  i n  s e l f 

t e a c h i n g  can  g i f t e d  p u p i l s  go? — W i l l  m e d io c re  a r t  be  t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s u r p l u s  o f  such a s s i m i l a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  a s  

p i c t u r e s ,  b o o k s ,  e x h i b i t s ,  and c o l l e c t i o n s  which a r e  so 

common i n  a r t  e d u c a t i o n  t o d a y ?  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h e s e  

q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  i n c i t e  o t h e r s ,  and t h a t  more e a r n e s t  s t u d y  

and r e s e a r c h  w i l l  be done a l o n g  a r t  l i n e s  t o  b r i n g  b e t t e r
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u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a r t ,  f i n e r  a r t  t r a i n i n g ,  and l e s s  m e d i o c r i t y  

i n  p r o d u c t i o n .
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